
The Coast Star (07/12/2012): Second music teacher 
added to Belmar Elementary’s payroll 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary students will see a new teacher in the halls this fall as the school has hired 
another music teacher. 

Kerry McNulty was unanimously approved as the school’s general music teacher at the board of education’s 
June 28 meeting. 

Ms. McNulty will teach the general music program at Belmar Elementary School. She will also lead the chorus 
and is interested in being involved in the school plays, said David Hallman, school superintendent.  

When asked why she decided to change jobs from Red Bank Regional High School where she has taught music 
since 2005, Ms. McNulty said she was not necessarily looking for a new job. She was just specifically 
interested in Belmar if something opened up — and it did.  

“Belmar has such a great appreciation for the arts and I wanted to move to the elementary level,” she said.  

Ms. McNulty has known Paul Brennan, the school’s music teacher, for awhile, she said, and she is looking 
forward to working with him. 

“I really respect what he does with the band and music program,” she said. 

Mr. Brennan was the only music teacher at the school after budget cuts were made last year. However, this 
year’s budget has allowed the school to bring another teacher on board after one year of having only one 
teacher. 

With Ms. McNulty teaching the general music program, Mr. Brennan will be able to focus on instrumental 
music and working with the band.  

Mr. Brennan said he is very excited about having another music teacher on board.  

“Ms. McNulty has a lot of experience, and as time goes on it will be a chance for us to collaborate and share 
responsibility for the music program,” he said. 

Mr. Brennan said he loved teaching all aspects of music last year, but his “number one love” is instrumental 
music and the band.  

Having another music teacher will create more flexibility for scheduling so children in the band can be grouped 
in the right way, such as according to skill level, he said.  

Ms. McNulty’s salary will be $52,500. 

In other meeting news, board members approved Jeanice Arcos as the Spanish I teacher. The members voted 6-
3, with Dawn Taylor abstaining and Jean Folker and Joanne Gray voting no. Ms. Taylor abstained because she 
is a new board of education member, she said. 



The Spanish I program teaches about 20 of the 60 eighth-graders and was offered in the last block during the 
flex time, which is 42 minutes. 

This upcoming school year, the school is changing the program’s time to before school, from about 7:30 to 8:15 
a.m.  

According to Mr. Hallman, this change is being made because holding the class during school forces the school 
to create another block for the approximately 220 fifth- through eighth-graders that do not participate in the 
program. As of this fall, fifth-graders will also be switching classes to meet the math standards under the new 
common core standards. 

Although the majority of the board members found this reasoning persuasive, Ms. Folker did not. 

“I’m opposed to having these programs before school. It makes a for a long day for these kids,” she said, adding 
that she is especially opposed because the program is before school and costs the school more money.  

Ms. Gray agreed, stating that moving Spanish I to before school will reduce participation.  

“The administration has taken a number of positive steps to try to improve the school’s performance in 
language arts,” she said. 

“However, I feel that moving Spanish I is a change that is designated to improve one area at the expense of 
another,” she said, adding that the board of education has to pay additional money for the teacher to come in 
before school.  

Ms. Gray and Ms. Folker were not the only ones who had concerns about the program moving before school.  

Ms. Arcos, who teaches Spanish to all grades in the school, said she had concerns about switching the time for 
the Spanish I program at the beginning, primarily because she was worried attendance would drop since it is 
before school.  

Now, Ms. Arcos said she is “looking forward to trying something new.” 

Ms. Arcos said she knows it was hard to accommodate the other eighth-grade classes, as well as the sixth- 
through eighth-graders, when Spanish I was held during the school day. 

She also said there are other districts who have similar programs held before school that are successful.  

Ms. Arcos will be paid $22.50 for an additional 30 minutes per day. 

The next board of education meeting is scheduled for July 18 at 7 p.m. 

	  


