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raise concerns about bypass project 
Say project could negatively affect neighborhood 

 

Parkway residents can expect to see some construction in September as the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority plans on 
putting a bypass system onto the pump station, located near the intersection of North Boulevard and Parkway, narrowing the island 
by 2 feet, removing and replacing the trees on the island and installing new sanitary sewers for the borough. Photo by SUEANNE 
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LAKE COMO — Parkway residents, here, raised concerns about the implications a bypass project could have 
on their property at the July 3 council meeting. 

The bypass project, which includes installing a bypass system onto the current pump station, is a temporary 
solution before a larger project takes place — moving the pump station out of the flood plain — which the 
South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] has been preparing to do. 

According to Michael Ruppel, executive director of SMRSA, the company has a two-part project in store for 
Lake Como. 

The first part includes installing a temporary bypass system onto the current pump station, located near the 
intersection of North Boulevard and Parkway, which provides service for the whole borough, Mr. Ruppel said. 
SMRSA owns 11 pump stations in total and Lake Como is the only one without a bypass system, he said. 

“At a minimum of five times over the last five years the existing pump station has been inundated with water 
problems,” he said. “There was significant and costly damage on each occurrence.” 

Adding a bypass system would allow the company to continue to provide service to the community during 
adverse conditions, such as a hurricane. 

SMRSA discussed the project with the mayor and council in November, Mr. Ruppel said, noting the mayor and 
council requested that SMRSA narrow the “island” on Parkway, install new sanitary sewers for the borough and 
repave the street. 



SMRSA has granted the mayor and council that request. New sanitary sewers will be installed, Parkway will be 
repaved up until the flagpole area and 2 feet on the eastern side of the street will be narrowed on the island. In 
addition, the flagpole will be replaced and the trees will be removed and replaced. 

In order to install the bypass system, the entire southern island will be removed and two pipes will run 
underground up Parkway to the flagpole, where two underground tanks will be installed. Then the company will 
create a new island that is 2-feet thinner. 

The total estimate of the project is $500,000 and will be split 50-50 between SMRSA and the borough, Mr. 
Ruppel said. Bids are expected to go out within the next few weeks. 

However, this is only a “temporary answer, not the answer to all the problems,” he said. 

That is why SMRSA plans on relocating the pump station in the near future. No definitive timeline has been 
created to do so, although Mr. Ruppel said the company could be about five years away from doing these 
improvements. 

“The relocation has to be done because if it is not, there will be one day in the future that we won’t be able to 
provide service to the town,” he said. 

In late May, SMRSA purchased 1800 Parkway with the intent of converting the property into the new pump 
station site, he said. 

The location was chosen for several reasons, Mr. Ruppel said. The location is key because it is outside the flood 
plain and is near the pipes that will be installed in the bypass project, which will lessen the cost of this project. 
The property was also chosen because there are two commercial properties and one residential property 
bordering the lot, he added. 

When the time comes to install the new pump station it will be smaller, have new technology and blend with the 
community, Mr. Ruppel said. 

The estimate cost of this project is $2 million, and the company does not have the funds for it currently, he said. 

Mike Hudy, resident of 18th Avenue whose house is across from Parkway, is concerned for the residents whose 
homes are in the area.  

According to Mr. Hudy, the property value of homes in the area will decrease and the smell from the pump 
station will fill the streets of the residential community.  

Mr. Hudy is also concerned because SMRSA was able to purchase the property “in secret,” he said, adding that 
the borough and the property’s neighbors were unaware SMRSA purchased 1800 Parkway.  

He added that SMRSA does not have to take the same measures as residents do when it comes to building on its 
property. 

“SMRSA has unlimited authority. They don’t have to answer to anybody,” he said.  

Mr. Ruppel said SMRSA advised the borough it would be purchasing a property when the two parties met in 
November.  



As for bypassing the planning board and other borough entities when SMRSA plans on building the pump 
station, Mr. Ruppel said Mr. Hudy is correct.  

Plans to build the new pump station would go before the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. 
Lake Como does not have authority over it, he said.  

“But, that does not mean we won’t communicate with Lake Como,” Mr. Ruppel said. 

When the time comes to construct a new pump station, Mr. Ruppel said SMRSA will disclose what will be done 
to residents and there will be a time for the public to be involved.  

“[SMRSA] has always been and will continue to be good neighbors [with Lake Como],” he said.  

Doug Richardson, resident of Parkway, agreed with Mr. Hudy.  

Mr. Richardson said at the meeting he thought having the pump station near the lake was a “poor place 
visually,” but thought it was a good place because the smell from the pump station could disperse over the lake. 

“But if you drop [the pump station] into the neighborhood and it smells like it does now, we’ll all be affected. 
Not just the residents on Parkway, but the whole neighborhood,” he said at the meeting.  

Allison Weideman, resident of Parkway, agreed. 

“This is not just a Parkway issue, but a whole neighborhood issue,” she said. 

According to Ms. Weideman, Parkway is a “landmark. Not just because of the 1970s, when it was party city, 
but because it is beautiful.” 

And she does not want this landmark destroyed, which she believes will be done if the trees are removed and 
the island is narrowed. Ms. Weideman is also concerned with the relocation of the pump station in a few years.  

“It will derail the efforts we’ve made for [Parkway] to be a respectable and desirable place to live,” she said, 
noting she is concerned about the environmental impact and impact on residents’ health and property value this 
project could have on not only Parkway residents, but Lake Como as a whole. 

Installation of the bypass system is expected to begin in September, while the relocation of the pump station is 
expected to begin in about five years, depending on when SMRSA is able to get funding for the project.  

In other meeting news, borough auditor Eugene Farrell, of Old Bridge, died on Monday, July 2. Mr. Farrell 
worked for Lake Como for almost 20 years. 

Mayor Mike Ryan said, “We are very saddened by it. Over the years working with someone they become like 
family … We will really miss him.”  

The next council meeting is scheduled for July 17 at 7:30 p.m. 

	  


