
The Coast Star (07/12/2012): Seconds gains 
momentum, becomes ‘a movement’ 
Store celebrated its one-year anniversary on July 7 

 

Selective Second volunteers Jair Gomez [from left], 15, of Ocean Grove, Ann Marie Hunt, of Wall, Peggy Oldakowksi, 
of Avon, and Christian Henniger, 16, of Belmar, are enjoying the convenience of the store’s truck. It was purchased in 
June to help transport furniture. Selective Seconds is a store, located at 911 Main St., that sells slightly used and new 

furniture at a tax-free rate, with proceeds going to help those in need with paying their bills. Photo by SUEANNE 
GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Giving back to the community has caught on. 

Selective Seconds, located at 911 Main St., with an entrance in the Belmar Plaza, opened its doors 
on July 7, 2011, with about 12 volunteers. 

Just one year after the store opened, it has more than 60 volunteers, has helped more than 600 
people, has extended its hours to accommodate more people and has bought a truck to make 
furniture deliveries easier. 

The store is part of the St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference and its purpose is to help those 
people in need with furniture or paying bills.  

Prior to the store opening, the St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference hosted fundraisers and other 
events to help keep money in its budget to help those in need.  

However, the ability to help those in need was determined by the amount of money available in the 
budget, said Margaret More, coordinator of Selective Seconds. Ms. More helped create Selective 
Seconds, also known as the Furniture Outreach Ministry. 



Ms. More wanted a way to sustain a year-round helping service for those in need, and she thought 
having a slightly used furniture store whose proceeds would go back to the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society Conference to help those in need would be the answer. 

And she was right.  

THE SUCCESS 

Since its inception, Selective Seconds has helped 44 families, consisting of 110 men, women and 
children, with furniture, Ms. More said. The money generated from the store has also helped 494 
people financially, she said.  

With the mounting success the store has seen over the past year, Selective Seconds has added new 
hours and has purchased a truck to make furniture deliveries easier.  

Originally, the store was open Thursday through Saturday for four hours each day. Those hours 
have expanded to accommodate working parents, Ms. More said. 

Selective Seconds is now open Thursday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Friday from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.; and Sunday from 12 to 4 p.m. 

The store also purchased one truck from Coast Cities Truck, in Neptune City, using money 
generated from the store.  

Prior to purchasing the truck in June, Selective Seconds had to use the volunteers’ minivans and 
SUVs to deliver furniture.  

“[Purchasing the truck] is a God send. It makes life easier for scheduling,” Ms. More said.  

OPERATIONS 

Selective Seconds receives furniture donations from private individuals as well as stores. 

“[Selective Seconds] sells high-quality furniture and home decor,” Ms. More said, noting that items 
are both slightly used and new.  

Those furniture items are then sold in the store at a tax-free rate, primarily to young couples or those 
trying to furnish their summer home, Ms. More said. The proceeds from the furniture sales go back 
to the St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference to help those in need. 

“We don’t give cash to clients in need. Instead, we help pay their bills for their needs,” she said.  

The St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference has a help line whose purpose is to determine if people 
qualify for help, Ms. More said. People operating the help line will see if the person in need is in 
their coverage area of Belmar, Lake Como, Ocean Grove and Wall Township. Then, the person will 
determine what help is needed, other than what has been met by federal or state agencies, she said. 
From that, the volunteers determine what the St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference can do to help.  



According to Ms. More, Selective Seconds helps in two ways. First, some furniture items, ranging 
from mattresses to dishes to couches, are given away to people in need for free. Selective Seconds 
does not supply appliances. 

“We wouldn’t give away something I wasn’t comfortable using myself or for my family,” Ms. More 
said.  

Second, Selective Seconds’ proceeds go directly to help those in need pay their bills.  

“We are giving those in need a hand up, not a hand out,” she said. “We are giving them that lift to 
get them on the right track again.”  

According to Carol DeBartolo, president of the St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference, the money 
goes to helping pay people’s bills, food, prescription medicine and rent.  

“It is absolutely crucial it continues” because the store generates a constant flow of money, allowing 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference to help those in need on a continuing basis, she said.  

THE MOVEMENT 

Ms. More, coordinator of Selective Seconds, said she started Selective Seconds because being a 
person in need could happen to anyone. 

“It is a very fine line that we all walk,” she said.  

Anybody can be put in that situation in a “blink of an eye,” she said, by losing a job or becoming 
financially strained because of a medical condition, Ms. More said. 

Ms. More said it is because of that realization, which has been emphasized by the current economy, 
that Selective Seconds has gained more and more volunteers for the store. 

“It’s become a movement,” she said.  

Ms. DeBartolo, the president of the St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference, agreed. 

According to Ms. DeBartolo, many of the people that have been helped through Selective Seconds 
return to the store to help others once they have gotten on the right track again.  

“If we offer a hand, people will respond in the same way,” she said, noting that helping each other 
is “truly a kingdom of God.” 

For a listing of new items and sales, please visit www.facebook.com/selectivesecondsfurniture. 

	  


