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Borough looking at mitigation options for
library’s lower level
To help get water out in case of future flooding events
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — With the recent flooding of the Belmar Public Library’s lower level, the borough is looking to
remediate the area for future flooding events.

When Hurricane Sandy hit last October, the library sustained a lot of damage, primarily to its lower level.

The lower level has since been gutted and replaced, when a flooding event in early June caused the lower level
to flood, once again.

Since, the lower level has remained closed as it was being dried out. It is now dry, and will reopen soon.

With the two recent flooding events, the borough is re-evaluating why the library’s lower level flooded. One of
the reasons was because a door needed to be replaced, said Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, noting
that door has been ordered. The other reason, she said, is because there was two feet of water on the street
the day of the June flooding.

Just as basements flooded, the library’s lower level, which is essentially a basement,
flooded, Ms. Connolly said. During the heavy rainfall in June, Ms. Connolly said the
borough used two sump pumps to pump water out, but there was too much rain in a
short amount of time.

The borough is looking into ways to mitigate the heavy rainfall and get water out
quickly if the lower level does flood, again.

These options, Ms. Connolly said, include installing a drain and having the lower
level’s floor sloped.

The lower level will be reopened soon, although Ms. Connolly said the borough is unsure exactly when.
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