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Belmar to benefit from $4.5 million
donation
School to receive portion of funds
donated by United Arab Emirates embassy
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Since Hurricane Sandy, Belmar Elementary School
has received donations from near and far, with its latest
donation coming from far, very far — the United Arab Emirates
[UAE], to be precise.

On Monday morning, Gov. Chris Christie and his wife, Mary Pat,
were joined by UAE Ambassador to the United States Yousef Al
Otaiba at Highlands Elementary School to announce the UAE
Embassy is donating $4.5 million to the Hurricane Sandy New
Jersey Relief Fund [HSNJRF], which is chaired by Mrs. Christie.

The $4.5 million donation will help rebuild and repair
technological infrastructure at 30 public schools throughout
the state — including Belmar Elementary School — that were
significantly damaged by Hurricane Sandy last October.

“Superstorm Sandy brought unprecedented destruction to New
Jersey, including more than $40 million in damages to our
schools,” Gov. Christie said. “While our state has made great
strides to re-open our schools, this donation will undoubtedly
relieve some of the burden placed on New Jersey’s hardest hit
towns and help enhance our students’ use of technology as
they enjoy a normal return to school this fall On behalf of the
people of New Jersey, I want to thank Ambassador Al Otaiba

and the UAE Embassy for this
generous and important donation.”

Ambassador Al Otaiba said, “The entire world was touched by the

devastation caused by Superstorm Sandy last year. Given the scope of this disaster, we
felt it was important to provide assistance.”

He continued, “This program will be a small piece to help dozens of schools and
thousands of kids around New Jersey by repairing and upgrading schools that were hit
by the storm.”

Approximately 20,000 students will benefit from the improvements that will be made as a result of the UAE
donation.

The technology and infrastructure upgrades will help these schools exceed pre-Sandy conditions and implement
the Common Core State Standards, established by the New Jersey State Board of Education and New Jersey
Department of Education. By addressing these critical technology needs in schools, affected communities can
better direct their attention to other recovery-related work.
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Gov. Chris Christie [left] thanked United Arab
Emirates Ambassador to the U.S. Yousef Al
Otaiba, who announced on Monday that his
embassy is donating $4.5 million to the
Hurricane Sandy NJ Relief Fund. The money will
be doled out to 30 public schools, including
Belmar Elementary. Photo courtesy OFFICE OF
GOV. CHRIS CHRISTIE
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Eileen Lofrese, communications director for the relief fund, said they are not sure how much money Belmar
Elementary School will be receiving at this time.

Mayor Matt Doherty said the “fact Belmar Elementary is going to receive money from the United Arab Emirates
for the technology grants is amazing and it’s due to the hard work of Mary Pat Christie and her nonprofit that
she started post-Sandy to help municipalities and school districts like Belmar.”

The mayor and Belmar Elementary School Superintendent/Principal David Hallman both attended the event.

Mr. Hallman said, “It’s just very impressive that Gov. Christie and his wife were able to have a country donate
money for the school districts.”

He continued, “We feel blessed that we were one of the districts chosen.”

While Mr. Hallman said he is unsure how much money Belmar Elementary will be allocated, he is hoping the
money can be used to increase their technology infrastructure so there can be wireless for all the school’s
computers. He said, the money could also be used to increase the bandwidth to enhance teaching instruction
and enable students to be able to take state testing online and increase the ratio of computers to students in
pre-K to fifth-grades.
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