
The Coast Star (07/19/2012): Animal Spirits opening 
reception a success, attracting over 100 

Proceeds go to the Associated Humane Society, Tinton Falls 

 

Belmar Arts Council [BAC] members Joe Villa, of Colts Neck [from left] and Paul Bonelli, of Wall, with artist Elaine Marie Biddulph, 
of West Creek, attended the opening reception for the BAC’s Animals Spirits Exhibit on July 14. A portion of the proceeds from this 

exhibit will benefit the Associated Humane Society in Tinton Falls. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Arts Council [BAC] held its opening reception for the Animal Spirits exhibit on 
Saturday, July 14. 

The BAC’s Animal Spirits exhibit features 72 pieces of art, with each piece available for sale. Two of those 
pieces sold at the opening reception.  

At least 150 people attended the opening reception, which is a very big turnout for the BAC, said Bonnie Smith, 
chairperson for the Animal Spirits exhibit.  

When asked why she believed there was a high turnout, Ms. Smith said “animals are the type of subject that a 
lot of people can relate to … There is a lot of emotion there.” 

Karen Norby, of Point Pleasant, who attended the opening reception, said she was impressed by the variety of 
mediums the exhibit had to offer. These different approaches, she said, reflects the diversity in the artists.  

“I really feel that when the community gets involved with animals it shows the spirit of the community that they 
care,” Ms. Norby said.  

At the opening reception, visitors participated in the “People’s Choice,” voting for their favorite three pieces of 
artwork. The top five received awards.  

First prize went to “Blue Grass” by Pat Griffin, second prize went to “Casey” by Terry Grewen and third prize 
went to “Pick Me” by Jean Malizia. “Two Cats on a Rug” by Carolyn Tisher Bartlett and “Champ” by Jeanine 
Nagrod won honorable mention. Each received a ribbon.  



A portion of the proceeds from the exhibit will go to the Associated Humane Society in Tinton Falls, Ms. Smith 
said, noting that how much the BAC will donate to the humane society will not be determined until the end of 
the exhibit on Aug. 17.  

According to Lori Lane, volunteer coordinator for the Associated Humane Society in Tinton Falls, proceeds 
from the BAC will help buy leashes, toys, treats and harnesses for the animal shelter. It will also go toward 
building a large dog isolation building, where larger dogs can go when they are sick, she added. 

“The opening reception was great for both of us,” Ms. Lane said. 

Ms. Lane said the opening reception was great for two reasons: it spread the word about the Associated Humane 
Society and one dog was adopted. 

“I don’t care if it’s one dog or 10 dogs, getting an adoption is a huge success for us,” she said. 

Pat Ross, of Point Pleasant, who attended the opening reception, said she loved the Animal Spirit exhibit 
because it benefitted a good cause. 

“There are so many animals without homes and they need to feed them,” she said.  

The exhibit will run until Aug. 17 at The Boatworks, 608 River Road. Gallery hours are Wednesday through 
Saturday from 1 to 5 p.m. 

	  


