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Five was a success despite low turnout 

About 2,400 people participated in the Belmar Five on July 14 

 

About 2,400 people participated in this year’s Belmar Five on July 14. Proceeds from the Belmar Five go to the 
Goodwill Hose Company, here, and other organizations that volunteered at the race. Photo by AMANDA STONE, 

STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The 36th annual Belmar Five on Saturday was a success, despite a lower turnout than 
normal.  

The Belmar Five Mile Run has been held in memory of long-time Belmar resident, Johnny Cobb, 
since 2002. Mr. Cobb was an originator of the race, and was a member of the Belmar police and fire 
departments.  

This year’s race went “very smoothly” despite the lower turnout, said Philip Hinck, race director.  

About 2,400 people registered for the five mile run, and about 2,200 finished the race this year, said 
Mr. Hinck. Just over 200 children attended the Kid’s Race the night before, added.  

These numbers are slightly lower than last year’s, Mr. Hinck said. Last year, over 2,700 people 
participated in the five mile race, he said, adding that the Kid’s Race was canceled due to stormy 
weather. 

“We were down a little this year. Not sure why,” Mr. Hinck said. The slightly lower numbers could 
be due to the number of races the Jersey Shore has to offer, he added. 

Robert Cavanaugh, 34, of West Long Branch, was the first to cross the finish line with a time of 25 
minutes and 48 seconds [see related story in sports section]. 



A majority of the proceeds from the race go to the Goodwill Hose Company, here. The rest of the 
money goes to the Jersey Shore Running Club, local soccer teams and other organizations who 
volunteer at the race.  

Last year, the race raised about $10,000 for the fire company, Mr. Hinck said. This year, the race is 
expected to bring in about the same amount of money, he said.  

Chip Cavanagh, Goodwill Hose Company president, said the money helps pay for different 
projects, such as purchasing computers and doing work on the fire house. 

The exact amount of money the fire company will receive will not be determined until next week. 

	  


