
Assault victim attacks police officer, lands 
in jail 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — David Ivins, a homeless man who gained national attention after he was 
assaulted last December by two teenage boys who videotaped the attack, was arrested on 
Monday outside the 7-Eleven on Highway 35, here.  

According to Sgt. Tina Scott, the Belmar Police Department responded to a call about an 
intoxicated male acting disorderly around 4:45 p.m. 

When officer John Garrecht arrived at the 7-Eleven on Highway 35, he found an 
intoxicated Mr. Ivins, she said. 

Mr. Ivins was arrested and charged with violent behavior and aggravated assault. 

He was transferred to the Monmouth County Correctional Institution, in Freehold, in lieu 
of bail. As of yesterday afternoon, he remained jailed with a bail amount of $5,000.  

Last December, Mr. Ivins was assaulted in Wall Township by a 20-year-old male and 17-
year-old male. 

His assault was documented by the two and posted to YouTube on Dec. 11 and Dec. 12, 
with videos showing Mr. Ivins being punched, kicked and bleeding from an unprovoked 
attack in a wooded area near Curtis Avenue. 

After the videos went viral, Mr. Ivins received an outpouring of support from people 
across the state, and nation, and organizations like the Belmar Police Department and 
Wall Helps Its People [WHIP]. 

It was at that time he also discussed with many members of the media his battle with 
alcohol. Mr. Ivins checked into a rehabilitation center, briefly, after the December attack. 

On Tuesday, April 24, the Wall Township Police Department responded to the Village 
Motel, located at 2035 Rt. 35, for a report of an intoxicated man screaming in the parking 
lot and causing a disturbance to the residents and employees, according to Wall Police 
Chief Robert L. Brice. 

Upon arrival, officers met an intoxicated Mr. Ivins in the parking lot. 

Mr. Ivins was arrested for an outstanding warrant from the Wall Township Police 
Department, disorderly conduct and resisting arrest. He was also wanted on an 
outstanding warrant in the Borough of Belmar. 


