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SWAT Team of Library Transformers visits
borough’s public library
Reviews space, so they can make
recommendations on how to improve it
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The “SWAT Team of Library Transformers” traveled
to the borough’s library earlier this week to give its expert
advice on how to better utilize the library’s space.

The SWAT Team, created and funded by the NJ State Library, is
an expert group of librarians who addressed space challenges
at their own libraries and helped transform the interior of
their own libraries to better serve customers.

Now, the team assists libraries with their transformation
projects. The transformation projects take one year from start
to finish.

Recently, four libraries, one being the Belmar Public Library,
were selected to be helped by the program after submitting an
application, detailing their needs and transformation goals.
The libraries also had to commit $5,000 toward the
transformation.

In Belmar, the transformation project will seek to make the
second floor more appealing to visitors by setting apart the
children’s section and finding space on the adult side for
comfortable seating.

The library originally intended the transformation project to
be for the lower level, which is a media and learning center

that was destroyed by Superstorm
Sandy.

The lower level had since been repaired— that is until the recent flooding. A recent
heavy rain event caused the library’s lower level to flood, once again.

Since the lower level is still out of commission, the library chose to refocus its project
on the second floor, but still get some advice on what to do on the bottom floor.

On Tuesday, members of the SWAT Team traveled to Belmar to see the library, and
visually get an idea of what needs to be done.

Rosemarie Korbelak, the library’s manager, said “it was really very helpful” as the team has a lot of experience
collectively and its members “have an eye for certain things.”

Peggy Cadigan, deputy state librarian for innovation and outreach, said when anyone works in a space
everyday, one might not see something because they are used to it.
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SWAT Team of Library Transformers members
Kathy Schalk-Green [from left], Peggy Cadigan,
Cheryl McBridge and Jayne Beline traveled to
Belmar earlier this week to give their expert
advice on how the Belmar Public Library could
better utilize its space. The Belmar library had
recently been chosen as one of the libraries
that will be helped by the SWAT Team. The area
of focus for the transformation will be setting
apart the children’s section and finding space
on the adult side for comfortable seating.
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So the libraries are “getting four pairs of eyes that are seeing your surroundings. It’s all fresh and new, and
they’re seeing it all for the first time,” she said.

The SWAT Team will make their recommendations in about three weeks.

© 2013 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “SWAT Team of Library Transformers visits borough’s public library”

Star News Group (07.25.13): SWAT Team of Library Transform... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/07.25.13/swat_team_of...

2 of 2 7/28/13 9:43 PM


