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Council on its way to amending outside
dining ordinance
So outside dining, alcohol consumption hours are better aligned
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — After discussing the issue during the workshop portion of the July 16 council meeting, the
governing body unanimously passed the first reading of an ordinance amendment that would allow outside
drinking and dining hours to be more consistent with one another.

Under borough ordinance, outside dining is permitted from 7 a.m.-10 p.m., but outside liquor consumption is
only permitted between 5-10 p.m., according to Councilman Brian Wilton, who brought the issue up in the
workshop portion of the meeting.

“That effectively eliminated any lunchtime business that anyone can do,” he said.

The inconsistency within the ordinance came to light when McCann’s Tavern, on Main Street, asked the local
alcohol beverage control [ABC] board to have outside dining with alcohol when he went before them to renew
his liquor license.

The ABC board unanimously approved the request.

To better align the ordinance, the councilman suggested changing the hours of outside
alcohol consumption for establishments that are licensed to sell alcohol to 10 a.m.-10
p.m.

Councilman Wilton also suggested changing the time frame for outside dining to May 1
to Oct. 1, so establishments could take advantage of the warm weather. The original
time frame was from May 15 to Oct. 1.

The council unanimously approved the first reading of the ordinance amendment.

The ordinance’s second reading is expected to take place at the next council meeting
on Aug. 6.
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