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Heat wave did not deter thousands from
attending sand castle contest
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The extreme heat last week did not deter thousands
from coming to the Belmar beach to participate in and watch
the 27th annual NJ SandCastle Contest.  

For more than two decades, the NJ SandCastle Contest has
attracted spectators and participants from all over looking to
see what new sand castle creations have been designed.

D’Jais Bar & Grill in conjunction with the borough’s tourism
commission hosts the NJ SandCastle Contest.

From the traditional sand castles to the more unique designs,
such as sea lions, octopuses, golf courses, Yankee Stadium and
a replica of D’Jais Bar & Grill, a local establishment on Ocean
Avenue in town, all have been created.

And this year was no different as 3,000 to 4,000 people
flocked to the area to see what new creations contestants had
in store for the contest, as well as get some relief from the
heat.

The sand castle contest is hosted by D’Jais Bar & Grill in
conjunction with the borough’s tourism commission.

Frank Sementa, owner of D’Jais and a tourism commission
member, said despite the heat wave, this year’s sand castle

contest was “one of the bigger ones
we’ve had.” He said he thought people would keep away because of the heat.

Last Wednesday, July 17, hundreds of sand castles filled about three- and one- half
blocks of the Belmar beach, Mr. Sementa said.

There were “so many good sand castles,” he said.

Among the many different sand castles were a giant octopus, a tribute to the Boston
Marathon bombing, a shark fighting an octopus, a tribute to Hello Kitty, and a
graveyard site.

According to borough administrator Colleen Connolly, there were over 300 participants in this year’s contest.

Each year, awards are given for different age groups and categories.

In the 7 years and under category, the first-place winner was “Jurassic Sand.”

In the 8-11 year old category, the first-place winner was “Man-Cutie.”

In the 12-15 year old category, the first-place winner was “Jersey Strong.”
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There were hundreds of unique sandcastle
designs at this year’s NJ Sandcastle Contest,
including a Jeep. The contest was held on the
18th Avenue beach in Belmar on Wednesday,
July 17. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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In the 16 and older category, the first-place winner was “Ancient Mysteries.”

The first-place winner in the family category was “Seahorse.”

First-place winner for the day camp category was “Minion.”

“Best on the Beach” category first-place winner was “Send in the Kracken.”
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