
The Coast Star (07/26/2012): Councilman Bean Sole 
No Vote on Two Resolutions 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Councilman Jim Bean was the sole no vote on two resolutions during the borough council’s July 
18 meeting. 

The councilman voted against a resolution awarding a temporary consulting position to help borough 
administrator Bill Young. He also voted no on a resolution that would add a lien to a resident’s property. Both 
resolutions received a 4-1 vote. 

Colleen Connolly was hired as a temporary consultant for Mr. Young for a sixth-month period, beginning Aug. 
1 and ending Jan. 31. She will be paid $30,000.  

Mayor Matt Doherty said the borough chose to create this temporary position because Mr. Young believed he 
could get more work done with a consultant. 

“As mayor, you appoint people into position of management and when they request something, you want to 
take a hard look at it,” Mayor Doherty said, noting Ms. Connolly’s position will not increase the budget or add 
another full-time borough employee. The budget will not increase because Barbara Lynch, deputy court 
administrator, will be leaving, so that money will be used to pay for the consultant. Ms. Lynch’s annual salary is 
$44,533. 

Councilman Bean said he voted no because the position did not go out to bid.  

“We’re hiring a consultant that has strong ties to the Corzine Administration and it didn’t go out to bid,” 
Councilman Bean said, noting Mayor Doherty also has ties to the administration through his wife, Maggie. 
“The whole thing reeks.” 

Mayor Doherty said “it’s completely ridiculous. Colleen was suggested by Bill, interviewed and she seemed 
like a good choice.” 

As for the comment that Mayor Doherty has ties to the Corzine Administration through his wife, Maggie, the 
mayor said his wife did work for the Corzine Administration as a deputy chief of staff.  

“But this is not political insiding even though that is what he is trying to do,” Mayor Doherty said, noting that 
Mr. Young never worked for the Corzine Administration and he was the one who recommended Ms. Connolly.  

“This highlights how partisan Councilman Bean is becoming on the council,” the mayor said.  

The mayor also said professional contracts, such as the borough attorney, borough engineer, or planning board 
attorney, do not go out to bid. Only projects, such as the one on 10th Avenue or the old ACME parking lot, go 
out to bid, he said.  

Councilman Bean said he most likely would have voted yes if the position went out for bid and she was the best 
candidate.  



Mr. Young said Ms. Connolly’s position did not go out to bid because he knows the quality of her work and the 
borough wanted to make a move quickly. 

“Certain things should go out to bid, but Colleen is qualified. She knows the Department of Environmental 
Protection and Civil Service Commission, and those are the areas I don’t have the experience in,” he said.  

Mr. Young also said when he made the suggestion to the council prior to the meeting, Councilman Bean was 
OK with it. 

“I was taken back by Jim Bean. He did a complete 360 on me,” Mr. Young said. 

The second resolution the councilman voted no on had to do with a municipal charge attached to 603 Ninth 
Ave., which Vincent Gamba owns. A lien was attached to the property because the borough had to do 
maintenance work on the property since the property owner failed to do so.  

According to Robbin Kirk, chief financial officer for the borough, acquiring a lien on a property is a process. A 
lien is a charge put on a property for a municipal purpose, Ms. Kirk said. 

First, the property owner was given a violation notice for the property, she said. If the property owner does not 
take care of the violation within 10 days, then the municipality has the right to take care of the problem and bill 
the property owner. Then, the property owner has 30 days to pay the bill. If they do not do so, then interest 
starts building, Ms. Kirk said. 

According to April Claudio, borough clerk, Mr. Gamba has received three prior liens for his property from the 
borough, and each time he has paid it. 

The current lien is for $987 for property cleanup and cutting grass. 

The borough issued him 12 summonses from code enforcement in relation to property maintenance, said 
George Giresi, the borough’s code enforcement director.  

Mr. Young, borough administrator, said these summonses serve as a violation notice for the property.  

When asked why the borough chose to issue summonses instead of a violation notice, Mr. Young said, “it is the 
more efficient way of doing business.”  

Then, on May 17, a notice was sent to Mr. Gamba advising him the borough would be cleaning his property.  

That same day, on May 17, department of public work [DPW] employees went to Mr. Gamba’s house and cut 
the grass, trimmed bushes and removed trash from the property. 

“The borough looks at the community as a whole and when it has to, it will go in to bring properties up to the 
proper standard and the property owner will be charged,” Mr. Young said.  

According to Mike Campbell, director of the DPW, DPW employees have maintained Mr. Gamba’s property 
every two weeks since May 17. 

“We are keeping it in a state so it is not an eyesore for the neighborhood,” Mr. Campbell said. 

Mayor Doherty said Mr. Gamba “has made it a point of not keeping his yard up to the standards we expect in 
Belmar,” and because of that, the borough has received many complaints from neighbors.  



And while the borough picks up Mr. Gamba’s slack, it also feels the tax payers should not have to pay for the 
upkeep of another’s property, so the borough bills the property owner, Mayor Doherty said. 

Councilman Bean said he voted no because the resident has a history of this behavior. 

“He is not an absentee landlord and he is capable of doing maintenance,” Councilman Bean said. 

The councilman believes the borough should try to get the home owner a welfare check. 

“His behavior is not rational,” he said. “Taking money isn’t solving the problem.”  

Mayor Doherty said the borough does not take any other actions because it is not legally allowed to do so.  

Mr. Gamba could not be reached for comment. 

The next council meeting is scheduled for Aug. 15 at 6 p.m. 

	  


