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Event raises over $4,000 for Aidan has a Posse 

 

10th Ave. Burrito employee Liz Pollack, of Belmar, sold T-shirts to raise money for the Aidan has a Posse charity at 
the second annual Bikes and Blues Festival on Sunday, July 22. Photo by JOSEPH J. DELCONZO, STAR NEWS 

GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The second annual Bikes and Blues Festival benefitting Aidan has a Posse was a 
success, drawing hundreds of people to the Belmar Plaza on Sunday, July 22. 

The Bike & Blues Festival began last year when Brian Katz, of Bradley Beach, and Mitch 
Bodine, of Belmar, decided to create a benefit for Aidan has a Posse, a charity that helps pay for 
the medical costs of Aidan Seeger, 7, who died from adrenoleukodystrophy [ALD], a rare, 
inherited disorder that leads to brain damage. And even though Aidan died in  



April, his medical costs have not disappeared. 

That is why Mr. Bodine and Mr. Katz, vice president of the Belmar Chamber of Commerce, still 
put together the Bikes & Blues Festival. The festival was hosted by the borough’s chamber of 
commerce. 

“It was amazing. There was a great turnout, great music, great food and a beautiful day,” Mr. 
Katz said, owner of 10th Ave. Burrito, located in Belmar Plaza. 

The event attracted about 800 people, raising over $4,000 for Aidan has a Posse, he said. One-
hundred percent of the proceeds went to the charity. 

Over 500 motorcycles were displayed in Belmar Plaza for the event, since the “biking 
community at large just rode in” to support the cause, Mr. Katz said. 

During the festival, live entertainment was provided by seven bands: The Dirty Stayouts, We 
Used to Cut the Grass, Fast Clare, Shore Blues Band, Ghost and the Big Sky, Old Number 7 and 
Barry & the Penetrators. 

A wing eating contest was also held during the festivities, with four people participating. Justin 
Haskins, of Belmar, won the contest by eating 22 wings in four minutes. 

Doug Keim, owner of Creative Cycles, on Route 34 in Wall Township, said the event was 
“absolutely spectacular” to see a Jersey Shore town put an event together that drew so many 
people. Creative Cycles brought eight motorcycles and a trike motorcycle to the festival. A trike 
is a three-wheeled motorcycle. 

As for the cause, Mr. Keim said “parents are not supposed to see their kids pass. To see a 7-year-
old kid die, how can you not want to be involved.” 

Mr. Keim also said any cause involving children is a good cause and it is a shame that there is 
“not enough time or money to help all causes involving children.” 

Mr. Bodine said next year’s event is already slated for July 28. 

“Next year, it’ll be bigger and better,” he said. 

	  


