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BELMAR — A seventh-grader’s suggestion to the council about having an ice skating 
rink, here, could come to fruition, since the council heard a presentation about a skating 
rink at the July 18 meeting. 

During the workshop portion of the meeting, Ice World CEO and president George 
Haviland presented a plan to construct an outdoor skating rink at Dempsey Park, on 16th 
Avenue.  

Mr. Haviland said the ice rink is an “opportunity to provide Belmar with winter 
recreation and provide business owners in Belmar with an opportunity to get business in 
town when it is normally slower.” 

According to Mr. Haviland, he got the idea to bring an ice skating rink to the borough 
from an article in The Coast Star on May 24 about a council meeting held at Belmar 
Elementary School, where Elizabeth Colyer, then a sixth-grader, requested to the council 
that an ice skating rink be constructed in Belmar. 

Elizabeth, 12, said she is very excited about the ice skating rink coming to town because 
Belmar makes a lot of money during the summer months, but not during the winter 
months. 

“This could help make money for Belmar in the winter, which could help,” she said. “It is 
a great thing for the town.” 

As for the local government listening to what she had to say, Elizabeth said “it is very 
important and special.” 

Mayor Matt Doherty said the ice rink would be a great addition to Belmar because it 
provides another means for the children to be active.  

He also said “it is nice to know we can deliver what children in Belmar are asking for.”  

Ice World currently operates nine ice rinks, including two in New Jersey.  

According to Mr. Haviland, the ice skating rink in Belmar would be seasonal and 
outdoors. The rink would be approximately 2,000 square feet and would sit where the 



current skate board park is located. The skate board park would be relocated to the back 
of the parking lot near the recycling area and Ice World would now manage it, he said. 

THE ICE RINK 

If the ice skating rink comes to fruition, Junior Titans Hockey Club, a nonprofit, would 
have a contract with the borough instead of Ice World, Mr. Haviland said. Ice World 
would be managing the location, though, he added. 

In order to create the ice skating rink, Ice World would have to spend about $150,000 on 
decorations, bringing electricity and water to the site and building the ice rink itself, Mr. 
Haviland said. No construction would be done to Dempsey Park because everything to 
create the ice rink can be placed on top of the pavement, Mr. Haviland said. All costs 
related to the ice rink would come at no cost to Belmar, he added, noting the borough 
would actually make money since Ice World would be renting the space from the 
borough.  

Once the ice rink is completed, about 350 people will be able to skate during public 
sessions. 

Ice World is looking to develop a relationship with the local schools and recreation 
programs, offering them and residents a discounted rate. 

Although Mr. Haviland said he is unsure what that discounted rate would be, yet, he did 
say that at Ice World’s skating rink in Massachusetts, residents pay $6 in total to skate — 
$3 for skate rentals and a $3 entry fee. That is about half the price of the skate industry’s 
fee of $12, he continued.  

Skate lessons, hockey lessons and corporate parties will also be held at the rink, Mr. 
Haviland said.  

FUTURE 

Now that the ice skating rink has been presented to the council, an agreement needs to be 
worked out between the council and Ice World. 

Ice World is hoping to open its Belmar location in mid-November.  

If and when the ice rink opens, Ice World plans on operating it November through March 
of each year.  

	  


