
The Coast Star (07/26/2012): Council Honors Those 
Who Saved Lives at the Beach 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The mayor and council, here, honored five members of the community at the July 18 meeting 
who risked their lives to save someone else’s. 

First aid and fire department member George Komitas, special officers Lawrence Kelly and Brian Poppert and 
Water Rescue Team [WRT] members Brian Allen and Mark Spagnulo were presented with special resolutions, 
recognizing their heroic efforts in saving the lives of distressed swimmers, said Mayor Matt Doherty.  

“If it wasn’t for the speed for which they got there, it most likely would not have come out in a positive way,” 
the mayor said. 

Mr. Komitas was honored for rescuing two 17-year-old females on the Fifth Avenue beach on May 19, he said. 
Mr. Komitas said he received a radio call about two distressed swimmers stuck in a rip current. When he got to 
the scene, Mr. Komitas jumped into the water to save their lives with permission from his boss, Mike Campbell, 
department of public works director. 

According to Mr. Komitas, a few lifeguards were on duty, but they were far from the scene. They got there just 
in time to pull everyone in from the water, he said.  

The two females were treated at the scene by the First Aid Squad, then released, he said. 

When asked how he felt about saving their lives, Mr. Komitas replied, “It’s a group effort that we save lives.” 

Special officers Brian Poppert and Larry Kelly, as well as Water Rescue members Brian Allen and Mark 
Spagnuolo, were also honored for their joint effort in saving two people’s lives on June 14. 

Jeremy Sison, 21, and Ikiasike Feril, 23, both of Bergenfield, were swimming on the 10th Avenue beach on 
June 14 with no lifeguard on duty, when the swimmers became distressed. 

Mr. Poppert and Mr. Kelly were patrolling the beach when they spotted two distressed swimmers. They notified 
headquarters and requested assistance from the WRT, which works out of the lifeguard headquarters on 10th 
and Ocean Avenues. Together, they were able to pull the swimmers to safety.  

Mr. Feril was treated on the scene for exhaustion, and Mr. Sison was administered oxygen and transported to 
Jersey Shore University Medical Center, in Neptune. 

Mr. Allen said saving lives is nothing new because it happens a lot. But it “still feels good to be recognized,” he 
said. 

Mr. Spagnuolo said it’s “rewarding to be recognized by the town for all the hard work the Water Rescue Team 
does.” 

Mr. Poppert and Mr. Kelly couldn’t be reached for comment. 



In other meeting news, council members unanimously approved two resolutions, authorizing the renewal of one 
liquor license and the transfer of another liquor license.  

One of the liquor licenses which was renewed was for The Barclay, 112 Fifth Ave., which has been 
permanently closed, and the other liquor license was transferred from the defunct Tropical Pub to 10th Ave. 
Burrito, located in the Belmar Plaza. 

The next council meeting is scheduled for Aug. 15 at 6 p.m. 

	  


