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to Speak to Residents at Next Meeting 

Will talk to residents about bypass project, answer questions 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — After several Parkway residents raised concerns about the bypass project at the July 3 council 
meeting, council members invited a South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] representative to 
come, once again, to a council meeting to answer residents’ questions. 

And SMRSA said OK. 

A SMRSA representative will be coming to the next meeting to answer questions and listen to residents’ 
concerns, such as the implications the project could have on property values, the environment and the ambiance 
of Parkway.  

Mayor Mike Ryan said the council invited SMRSA to speak to the residents again to give them “one more bite 
at the apple” to voice their opinion and let them hear what the experts have to say. 

“We don’t have to like [the bypass project] but we all need to share the same facts and realities,” the mayor 
said. “The fact is it has to be done and the reality is that it will be done, and we just need to make sure the 
reality is what is best for our residents.” 

THE BYPASS PROJECT 

The bypass project, which includes installing a bypass system onto the current pump station, is a temporary 
solution before a larger project takes place — moving the pump station out of the flood plain, which SMRSA 
has been preparing to do. 

According to Michael Ruppel, SMRSA executive director, the company has a two-part project in store for Lake 
Como. 

The first part includes installing a temporary bypass system onto the current pump station, located near the 
intersection of North Boulevard and Parkway, which provides service for the whole borough, Mr. Ruppel said. 
SMRSA owns 11 pump stations in total and Lake Como is the only one without a bypass system, he said. 

“At a minimum of five times over the last five years the existing pump station has been inundated with water 
problems,” he said. “There was significant and costly damage on each occurrence.” 

Adding a bypass system would allow the company to continue to provide service to the community during 
adverse conditions, such as a hurricane. 

If the bypass project is not done, “a catastrophic failure of the system is a possibility … and it is possible that 
[residents] would lose sanitary service for an extended period of time,” Mr. Ruppel said. 

Mr. Ruppel also said if that were to happen, there would be a “very real risk” of public health problems, as well 
as a negative environmental impact. 



Adding the bypass system would “mitigate those risks,” he said. 

SMRSA discussed the project with the mayor and council in November, Mr. Ruppel said, noting the mayor and 
council requested SMRSA narrow the “island” on Parkway, install new sanitary sewers for the borough and 
repave the street. 

SMRSA has granted the mayor and council that request. New sanitary sewers will be installed, Parkway will be 
repaved up until the flagpole area and 2 feet on the eastern side of the street will be narrowed on the island. In 
addition, the flagpole will be replaced and the trees will be removed and returned. 

In order to install the bypass system, the entire southern island will be removed and two pipes will run 
underground up Parkway to the flagpole, where two underground tanks will be installed. Then the company will 
create a new island that is 2-feet thinner. 

The total estimate of the project is $500,000 and will be split, 50-50, between SMRSA and the borough, Mr. 
Ruppel said. Bids are expected to go out within the next few weeks. 

THE RELOCATION 

However, this is only a “temporary answer, not the answer to all the problems,” he said. 

That is why SMRSA plans on relocating the pump station in the near future. No definitive timeline has been 
created to do so, although Mr. Ruppel said the company could be about five years away from doing these 
improvements. 

“The relocation has to be done because if it is not, there will be one day in the future that we won’t be able to 
provide service to the town,” he said. 

In late May, SMRSA purchased 1800 Parkway with the intent of converting the property into the new pump 
station site, he said. 

The location was chosen for several reasons, Mr. Ruppel said. The location is key because it is outside the flood 
plain and is near the pipes that will be installed in the bypass project, which will lessen the cost of this project. 
The property was also chosen because there are two commercial properties and one residential property 
bordering the lot, he added. 

When the time comes to install the new pump station it will be smaller, have new technology and blend with the 
community, Mr. Ruppel said. 

The estimated cost of this project is $2 million, and the company does not have the funds for it currently, he 
said. 

A SMRSA representative is expected to attend the Aug. 7 meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

	  


