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Two policies being revised by Belmar Board
of Education
Policies are for co-curricular activities, athletic competition
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The board of education, here, unanimously approved the first reading of two policies that deal with
extra curricular activities for students at its June 26 meeting.

The two policies were for co-curricular activities and athletic competition.

According to Superintendent David Hallman, the policies are being amended so they are compatible.

The athletics competition policy will be adding academic and attendance requirements. The requirements are
already in the co-curricular policy, though they were more broad, Mr. Hallman said.

The academic requirement states that a student must have a passing grade in all classes in order to participate
in athletics or extra-curricular activities, according to Joanne Gray, the board member who chairs the policy
committee.

The attendance requirement states that a student cannot have unexcused absences in
excess of 10 percent of the current and past semesters, she said.

For students who do not comply with the academic or attendance requirement, it
does not mean they are removed from the activity, Mr. Hallman said.

The school will “look at each particular situation,” and the failure to comply will
either trigger a meeting with Principal Lisa Hannah or removal from the activity, the
superintendent said.

For students who meet with Ms. Hannah, they will have a given timeframe to show
improvement or they will be removed from the activity, Mr. Hallman said.

In addition to the academic and attendance requirement, the athletic competition policy has also been
amended to allow home-schooled children to participate in sports that are not limited in participants through
tryouts, Mr. Hallman said.

At Belmar Elementary, these sports are cross country and wrestling, Mrs. Gray said.

This does not extend to co-curricular activities, Mrs. Gray said, because that is offered elsewhere.

The school’s current policy holds that home-schooled children “are not required to be permitted to participate
in school co-curricular activities,” according to the school’s Home Schooling and Equivalent Education policy.

According to Mr. Hallman, home-schooled children traditionally did not participate in activities — that is, until
two years ago.

For the past two years, one home-schooled child has been participating in wrestling, so, Mr. Hallman said, the
board wanted to have a policy that matched its procedures.

The second reading of the policies is expected to take place at the board’s August meeting. There is no July
meeting.
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