
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Belmar

Lake Como’s flood mitigation efforts
discussed during council meeting
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Borough administrator Colleen Connolly provided an update on the flood mitigation efforts at Lake 
Como during Tuesday night’s council meeting.

Lake Como, which is owned by Belmar, Lake Como and Spring Lake, has a habit of overflowing during inclement
weather, which was especially evident during Hurricane Sandy.

Soon after Hurricane Sandy, Belmar submitted a $1.5 million hazard mitigation grant proposal to Monmouth
County and the Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA], Ms. Connolly said.

The proposal included replacing the existing 24-inch outfall pipe, installing a pump out pad and emergency
outlet pipes that would allow for the lake to be drained or for it to be pumped during flooding events and
increase the lake’s capacity by regrading the lake’s banks through dredging and creating berms, she said.

Since then, “a lot has happened,” Ms. Connolly said.

Lake Como, Belmar and Spring Lake have entered into an interlocal agreement, which
establishes a flood emergency management protocol for the lake.

In addition, Spring Lake has replaced 300 feet of the existing 24-inch outfall pipe, Ms.
Connolly said. Spring Lake owns the pipe.

Four gooseneck pipes have also been installed under Ocean Avenue, the borough
administrator said, which allows the lake to be pumped without closing down the
road.

This work has cost Spring Lake approximately $500,000, of which approximately 10
percent will be the local’s share once FEMA has reimbursed the town, she said. That remaining 10 percent, or
$50,000, local share will be split between the three towns — Belmar, Spring Lake and Lake Como, she said.

Mike Campbell, director of public works, said now that the repairs to the outfall pipe have been made, the lake
is able to be lowered — something that could not be done even before the storm because the pipe was not
working properly.

Paul Calabrese, the borough’s engineer, said during a storm most of the water that causes Lake Como to flood
comes from towns from the west, such as Wall and Spring Lake Heights.

Though a lot of work from the original proposal has been complete on an “emergency basis,” additional work
still needs to be done, Ms. Connolly said.

This remaining work includes installing a concrete pad for the emergency pumps and installing a sluice gate on
the outfall pipe that will stop the ocean from coming back into Lake Como, which is a problem, Ms. Connolly
said.

In addition, the three towns are speaking with the county about spot dredging, as well as landscaping of the
site, which Ms. Connolly said would not really help emergency preparedness.

Instead, the spot dredging would be “giving the lake bed a new life,” she said.

Star News Group (07.03.14): Lake Como's flood mitigation effor... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/07.03.14/lake_como_s_...

1 of 3 7/17/14 7:18 PM



Ms. Connolly then turned to the berms, which will help with the lake’s capacity.

But, there are challenges with the berms, Ms. Connolly said, because as the lake water level gets higher, the
water will flow from the lake out of the grates into the road.

This would happen because the road will be lower than the lake.

So, Ms. Connolly said, there needs to be a mechanism in place to stop that from happening.

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

After the update on the lake’s flooding mitigation efforts were complete, the council and residents were given
a chance to comment and ask questions.

Mayor Matt Doherty said currently, Belmar works well with Spring Lake, but that may not always be the case, so
the mayor asked if Belmar could approach Spring Lake about purchasing ownership of the outfall pipe.

“We’re the ones who basically own the problem, and they own the solution,” the mayor said.

Acting borough attorney Edward Washburne  said “there is no reason why we couldn’t do that.”

The mayor said he thinks it would be worth approaching Spring Lake about.

Peter Piro, of North Boulevard, asked the borough to consider looking into the cost estimate for an engineered
sand dune without steel sheathing.

Soon after Hurricane Sandy, the borough wanted to create an engineered dune system with a 30-foot sheathing
wall — 26 feet below the ground and four feet above ground with sand and landscaping over it— but did not
move forward on the project because FEMA did not authorize funding for it.

Mr. Piro also spoke about the “questionable allocation of funding.”

The borough has spent over $1 million to improve Silver Lake, Mr. Piro said.

Comparatively, Mr. Piro said the borough has put in some landscaping in Belmar’s part of Lake Como.

“We feel we’re not getting our fair share,” he said.

Mark Fitzgerald, of Surf Avenue, said the pitch and elevation of the pipe is “inadequate” moving into the future
as it only drains during low tide right now. So, as the mean high tide increases over the years the pipe will be
“rendered useless,” he said.

According to Mr. Fitzgerald, there are two choices: installing a larger and higher pipe or create a pump house
that would assist in forcing the water out.

“That’s the bigger concern here,” he said, noting the current actions taken are for the short term.

“But that can’t be the longterm solution we have for our end of town,” Mr. Fitzgerald said, adding that there
needs to be a “gravity fed solution that drains naturally that allows us to control the water flow out of the lake
at our discretion.”

Mr. Fitzgerald asked for an engineer to look at the shortterm and longterm impacts of the existing pipe.

According to Ms. Connolly, the hazard mitigation grant application is currently with the county, waiting to be
picked when funding becomes available.
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