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Community remembers former mayor
Collinson
Was mayor from 1975-1979, created Brielle Day
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — The community is morning the loss of former mayor Robert Collinson, who died last week.

Mr. Collinson, 76, of Brielle, died on June 24.

He was born and raised in West Orange, but spent most of his life in Brielle.

Mr. Collinson had a career in playground equipment sales, spending most of his career with BCI Burke, Inc., of
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

“My dad was a comedian,” Brielle resident Kevin Collinson, one of Mr. Collinson’s five children, said.

Mr. Collinson has five children: Sheila, of Hamburg, Bob, of Manasquan, Kevin, Karen,
of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Kelly, of Ocean.

According to Kevin Collinson, his father used to tell strangers to pick a card, one to
four, each of which had his business card on the back. Most people picked three, he
said.

“It was an ice-breaker and sales pitch,” Mr. Collinson said.

As a father, Mr. Collinson said, “I can’t tell you how many times he helped me through
the years.”

“I love him and I miss him,” he said.

In addition to his work and being a father, the late Mr. Collinson was a councilman in Brielle for many years,
and served as mayor from 1975-1979. He also founded Brielle Day when he was mayor — an event that has
become a staple in town — and was a former member of the Brielle Rotary.

Mr. Collinson was also a volunteer fireman in Brielle and was a Scoutmaster for the Brielle Boy Scouts.

According to Kevin Collinson, one of his father’s “crowning achievements” as mayor was establishing a sewer
system in town.

Through his many years of service, the late Mr. Collinson has left an impact on the local community.

Councilman Timothy Shaak said he knew Mr. Collinson after he left office.

“He was always trying to better Brielle,” the councilman said.

Jim Langenberger, code enforcement official and longtime fireman in Brielle, said Mr. Collinson was already a
member of the fire department when he joined in 1973.

“I can remember one of my first drills, he was there,” he said.

“I think his heart was here [in Brielle],” Mr. Langenberger said, which is why he was involved in the town in
many capacities.
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Mayor Thomas Nicol said Mr. Collinson was the first public official he met in Brielle.

“He always had the best for Brielle in his heart and on his mind,” Mayor Nicol said. “He’s going to be sorely
missed. It was an end of an era. He was a true character.”
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