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PTO awards scholarships at recent board of
ed. meeting
Recipients were Belmar alum Fitzgerald, Panetta
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Elementary Parent Teacher Organization [PTO] awarded scholarships to two former
students who will be attending college in the fall.

The $1,000 scholarships were awarded at the June 26 board of education meeting.

This year’s recipients are Katherine Fitzgerald and Cristina Panetta, who were selected based on their high
school transcripts, honors or awards they received, extra curricular activities, community service and their
essays.

“Both of our winners had very impressive applications, and I’m sure will have very successful futures,” Lisa
DiGiuseppantonio, PTO scholarship committee chairperson, said.

CRISTINA PANETTA

Cristina, 16, of 22nd Avenue in Lake Como, graduated from Biotechnology High
School, in Freehold, this year.

“I really enjoyed my experience at Belmar. It taught me a lot,” Cristina said. “It’s not
only about school, but being a better person overall. So to be recognized, I think, is
really a privilege.”

In the fall, Cristina will be attending Rutgers University in New Brunswick, where she
plans on majoring in biotechnology.

KATHERINE FITZGERALD

Katherine, 18, of 17th Avenue in Lake Como, graduated from Manasquan High School this year.

“I’m really thankful for it,” she said of the scholarship, especially since it comes from Belmar because that is
where she grew up.

In the fall, Katherine will be attending Louisiana State University, where she plans on majoring in
pre-veterinary medicine.

Haley Behre covers Belmar for The Coast Star. She can be reached at hbehre@thecoaststar.com or 732-223-0076
Ext 17.
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