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on July 14 

Belmar Five in memory of long-time Belmar resident Johnny Cobb 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Five will return for its 36th year on Saturday, July 14. 

The 5-mile run is presented by the Jersey Shore Running Club and Goodwill Fire Company and has been held 
in memory of Johnny Cobb since 2002. 

Mr. Cobb was a longtime Belmar resident who served on the Belmar Police Department for 25 years before he 
passed away. He was also a member of the Belmar Fire Department. 

The run begins at First and Ocean avenues at 8:30 a.m. and will end at Fifth and Ocean avenues. 

First, second and third place prizes will be awarded for each age group. The prizes consist of cash and a beach 
towel, Mr. Cavanagh said. 

About 3,000 people participated in last year’s run, said Chip Cavanagh, president of Goodwill Hose Fire 
Company, located at 610 Seventh Ave., here.  

“Last years numbers were probably down because it rained the night before, but hopefully if we have good 
weather we will have more participants,” he said. 

Philip Hinck, race director, said they are expecting about 3,500 people to turn out for this year’s event. These 
numbers include the people expected to participate in the family fitness walk and children’s race the night 
before. 

Over $2,300 in prize money is awarded annually to the overall and age group winners. During the awards 
ceremony, there will be a runner’s random prize drawing, which will include free beach passes. 

Following the race, all participants are invited to a Free Post-Race Party at Bar Anticipation, 703 16th Ave. 

The night before, on Friday, July 13, the family fitness walk and children’s race will take place at Silver Lake 
Park, located at Fifth and Ocean Avenues. The children’s race will begin at 6 p.m., with the fitness walk starting 
about 7:15 p.m., Mr. Hinck said.  

Participants must register online at www.belmar5.com. Proceeds go to the Goodwill Fire Company to help with 
the needs of the fire company. These needs include maintaining its building and helping fund children’s 
activities. 

Mr. Hinck said the race raises about $10,000 for the Goodwill Fire Hose Company. 

“This number used to be higher but the economy is low,” he added. 

The night before the race, on July 13, a movie will play at Silver Lake Park, starting at dusk. Fireworks will 
follow at 9 p.m. on Seventh and Ocean avenues on the beach.  


