
The Coast Star (07/05/2012): Transportation waiver 
could save board of ed thousands 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Board of Education unanimously approved a new policy at the June 28 meeting that 
would enable students to waive transportation to and from their high school, possibly saving the borough 
thousands of dollars.  

Currently there are 175 students from Belmar that attend high school, said Loretta Hill, school business 
administrator. These students not only attend Manasquan High School, but vocational high schools, such as 
Communications High School and Marine Academy of Science and Technology [M.A.S.T.] High School, as 
well as other public high schools, such as Red Bank Regional, or special education schools.  

The Belmar Board of Education spends about $135,000 per year for three buses to Manasquan High School, 
and about $215,000 on buses to and from other high schools for students, Ms. Hill said. This totals about 
$350,000 per year the borough is spending on bus transportation to Monmouth-Ocean Educational Services 
Commission, a non-profit which provides educational programs for school districts, she said. The Monmouth-
Ocean Educational Services Commission does the bidding for the buses for the borough.  

The new policy will allow the board of education to operate in a more cost-efficient manner, by allowing a 
students’ parent or guardian to waive bus transportation services for that school year, since some students 
choose to use alternate transportation, Ms. Hill said. This will be the first year the borough has implemented 
such a policy, she said.  

“If we have one route we don’t have to do, say one vocational school, it could save $10,000 to $12,000,” she 
said. 

With the new policy in place, the borough could potentially save money by eliminating empty seats on the bus. 

Generally there are only a few students from a borough who attend each vocational high school or special 
education school. The cost of a bus to these schools are split between the districts whose students sit on the bus, 
Ms. Hill said. So, for instance, if there is only one student from Belmar who attends M.A.S.T. High School and 
that student does not need bus transportation to and from the school, the cost of that bus route would be 
eliminated, saving the borough about $10,000 to $12,000, she said.  

As for students who attend Manasquan High School, this new policy could potentially save $45,000 if the 
borough were to eliminate one bus. The board of education pays for a school bus, which can hold about 50 
students. If, for instance, there are 155 students from Belmar, then the board needs to pay for an additional bus 
for those extra five students, Ms. Hill said. However, with the new policy, if five students waive transportation, 
that additional bus would not be needed, saving the borough money. 

“This could save us little money or it could save us a lot,” Ms. Hill said. 

The Lake Como Board of Education is also interested in implementing the same policy, but they will not vote 
on it until August, she said. 

Transportation waiver forms will be sent out to Belmar residents within the next two weeks. 


