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nation’s highest civilian award 

 

Max Daniels, 94, of Lake Como, recently traveled to Washington, D.C., to receive the Congressional Gold Medal, the nation’s highest 
civilian award. Mr. Daniels and nearly 400 other Montford Point Marines were awarded the medal for being the first Black Marines 

in the country. Mr. Daniels served from 1943-1946. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The fight to end racism has a long history in the United States — a history that younger 
generations are starting to forget, as it seems so far removed from the present.  

But on Wednesday, June 27, the United States was reminded of the sacrifices and hardships African Americans 
had to endure as nearly 400 black Marines were honored in Washington, D.C., for breaking the race barrier 
during World War II.  

Max Daniels, 94, a long-time resident of Lake Como, and 393 other black Marines traveled from all over the 
country to the nation’s capital to receive the Congressional Gold Medal for their service during WWII as the 
first Black Marines in the country.  

The Congressional Gold Medal is the highest civilian award in the United States and is bestowed by the 
legislature, said Capt, Kendra Motz, a spokeswoman for the Marine Corps. The award is given to an individual 
who “performs an outstanding deed or act of service to the security, prosperity and national interest of the 
United States,” she said.  



“It is important to recognize the dedicated service of the Montford Point Marines and acknowledge their 
sacrifice through the years. They bravely fought for the freedoms that were not available to them back home,” 
Capt. Motz said. “Marines of today and in the future will now learn of their storied history in basic and officer 
training as we secure their legacy in the history of our Corps.” 

In 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt established a presidential directive allowing African Americans to be 
recruited into the Marine Corps. 

Mr. Daniels was one of 20,000 African American recruits who trained in the segregated basic training camp at 
Montford Point, a facility at Camp Lejeune, N.C., from 1942 to 1949. In 1949, President Harry S. Truman 
issued an executive order eliminating segregation in the Marine Corps and deactivating segregation at Montford 
Point. The camp was renamed Camp Johnson after Gilbert Johnson, one of the first African Americans to enlist 
in the Marine Corps.  

In 2011, Gen. James F. Amos, commandant of the Marine Corps, pressed for the surviving members of the 
Montford Point Marines to receive the Congressional Gold Medal. The vote passed in the house and the senate, 
and the bill was signed into law by President Barack Obama before Thanksgiving.  

Those Montford Point Marines who are currently living or were alive as of Nov. 23, 2011, but died, were 
eligible for the award.  

Of the 394 Montford Point Marines who received a medal, about 30 were accepted on behalf of a Marine who 
was either deceased or could not travel to Washington, D.C., Capt. Motz said. 

Many of the Montford Point Marines were stewards, serving their white counterparts food at camps nearby, but 
others worked in supply, drove ambulances and ran ammunition to the front lines during the war, Capt. Motz 
said.  

“They proved themselves time and time again as they fought valiantly alongside white Marines,” she said. 

Mr. Daniels, steward assistant third class, was one of the stewards, cooking for white commissioned officers at 
a nearby camp. Mr. Daniels said he would have gone overseas if they needed him, but when he asked if he 
could go, someone told him they needed him at home.  

When Mr. Daniels was asked about racism during those days, he said there was a lot, noting one incident in 
particular that he recalls.  

Mr. Daniels was returning back to Montford Point on the train after he went home for a visit. A white sergeant 
told Mr. Daniels to sit next to him.  

When the conductor came to collect tickets in Maryland, he told Mr. Daniels to move up front behind the 
engine to a segregated area of the train.  

“The sergeant said, ‘Like hell he’ll move up, we are fighting the same war,’” Mr. Daniels recalled, noting the 
conductor was scared and forgot to take his ticket.  

“It goes to show that the white Marines were for the blacks. They stuck up for us,” he said.  

Mr. Daniels said a lot has changed since then, such as the fact there are now high-ranking black officers in the 
military.  



“We made it possible for them,” Mr. Daniels said. “We bore the brunt.”  

Mr. Daniels brought his daughter, Anita Clark, and her husband, James, of Neptune, to the ceremony in 
Washington, D.C. The ceremony consisted of two parts.  

On June 27, an award ceremony was held at the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, where the Congressional Gold 
Medal was accepted by Montford Point Marine William McDowell on behalf of all Montford Point Marines. 
The next day, on June 28, a second ceremony was held at Marine Barracks Washington, where each Montford 
Point Marine was presented with a bronze replica of the Congressional Gold Medal.  

“It’s good things that come to those who wait patiently. So we waited patiently for something like this to 
happen,” he said. 

When asked how he felt about serving his country, Mr. Daniels said, “It was my duty to serve my country and 
as far as the Marines would go — if they started another war and needed me I’d go right in. That is how much I 
feel for the Marines.” 

	  


