
The Coast Star (07/05/2012): Lake Como tap water 
restrictions are lifted 

Borough enacts emergency plan to relay information to residents 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — With the potable water supply possibly contaminated and Monmouth County under a state of 
emergency, the Borough of Lake Como turned to its emergency plan to get it through the recent water supply 
problem. 

Lake Como was the southern most town that was named under the boil water advisory after three water mains 
collapsed at New Jersey American Water’s Swimming River Water Treatment Plant on the Colts Neck/Lincroft 
border on Friday, June 29. 

That advisory has since been lifted. 

The borough has been using New Jersey American Water for about 17 years, Mayor Mike Ryan said. Before 
that, the borough got its water from Belmar, which has its own aquifers. However, about 17 years ago, the 
borough was told it could not use the aquifers anymore because water was being drained too quickly from the 
source, Mayor Ryan said. 

Since then, Lake Como has used New Jersey American Water.  

Mayor Ryan said Lake Como is the only town in this area that had the advisory.  

Some southern Monmouth County towns get their water from the Manasquan Reservoir, not the Swimming 
River Reservoir, where New Jersey American gets its water. 

When Monmouth County called a state of emergency and Lake Como was one of the 22 towns under  

advisory to boil all drinking and cooking water, Belmar Mayor Matthew Doherty and borough administrator 
Bill Young reached out to help Lake Como, Mayor Ryan said. 

Mayor Doherty said he sent Department of Public Work employees to search for the connector that would 
enable Lake Como to tap into Belmar’s water supply, which Lake Como did not end up needing. 

“If [Lake Como] ever did need anything, we’d be there for them,” he said. “It is good for small towns like us to 
stick together.” 

Lake Como Chief of Police Fred Hope, who is also the emergency management coordinator for the borough, 
said the town used an emergency plan it had in place to relay updated information to its residents. 

The emergency plan consists of the Code Red system that residents sign up for, which relays a voice message 
regarding an emergency to residents. The borough also used Twitter, Facebook and the borough’s webpage to 
relay information. 



There are not as many people following the borough’s Facebook and Twitter page as those who are signed up 
for the Code Red system, Chief Hope said. This could be because of the borough’s demographics, he said, 
noting the borough has many older people who might not use social media. 

“Stemming down from the county … all the way down, the situation was well handled,” Chief Hope said, 
noting that the “flow of information flowed well as opposed to the water that wasn’t flowing very well.”  

Lake Como’s boil water advisory has been lifted, but the borough, as well as Monmouth County in general, 
were still advised to restrict use of water outside until the repairs are finalized. Those repairs were slated to be 
completed yesterday. 

	  


