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Jason’s Dreams for Kids grants Alex Bean’s
wish
Travels to Give Kids the World Village in Florida with family
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Bean family was able to take their first family trip recently, thanks to the Jason’s Dreams for
Kids Foundation.

Alex Bean, 6, has required round-the-clock care since birth. Alex is the son of Councilman Jim Bean.

He spent the first four months of his life in the neonatal intensive care unit at the Jersey Shore University
Medical Center, in Neptune. When he came home from the hospital, Mrs. Bean thought he would be fine.

However, when Alex never matured past 3 months old, the Beans took Alex to neurologists in search of the
answer.

When Alex was 2- and one-half years old his family found the answer: he had arachnoid cysts throughout his
brain, leaving his brain with only one hemisphere, not two. Alex’s brain malformation left him paralyzed until
he was 1 years old, when he was able to move his right hand.

Since then, Alex has hit several milestones, including walking and clapping his hands.

Soon after one of Alex’s friends, River Williams, 4, of Tennessee, died late last year,
Mr. and Mrs. Bean sat down and talked about how Alex had never been on vacation
and how he deserved to have some fun, Mrs. Bean said. River had seizures to the
point where there were no medicines or way to control it, Mrs. Bean said.

The Beans reached out to Jason’s Dreams for Kids Foundation, based in Red Bank, and
applied for a wish to be granted for Alex. Jason’s Dreams for Kids is a nonprofit
dedicated to granting wishes to children diagnosed with life-threatening illnesses.

Their wish was granted and in April the Beans traveled to Give Kids the World Village, in Kissimmee, Fla., an
attraction for children with life-threatening illnesses and their families.

“It couldn’t have come at a more perfect time,” Mrs. Bean said, as Alex’s friend had just died and Alex had
been diagnosed with cerebellar hypoplasia and started having seizures. Cerebellar hypoplasia is a neurological
condition where the cerebellum is smaller than usual or not completely developed.

Three weeks after the Beans returned, Alex’s lungs collapsed, and the family found out his lungs did that every
night. Alex now has treatment to keep his lungs inflated.

Mrs. Bean said they decided on Give Kids the World because Alex loves Disney and Mickey Mouse, and they saw
the place and decided it looked perfect.

The experience was “amazing” as the resort and all experiences within it were catered to Alex, Mrs. Bean said.

“It was just perfect,” she said.

On Monday evening, the Bean family was invited to the Jason Creager Memorial Golf Outing dinner, in Fort
Monmouth, where they were able to meet those in the foundation. The golf outing was sponsored by the
foundation.
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“What I think they did for us was incredible,” Mrs. Bean said about the foundation.

Dennis McGinnis, president of Jason’s Dreams for Kids Foundation, said it is important to grant these children
wishes because help should not just come from people they know.

The first time Mr. McGinnis met Alex, he said “it was an instant gratitude to me.”

“To look at him and see the struggle he goes through and he is so content with life and happy and full of
energy— God I am so lucky to be where I am in life and this poor little kid has his daily struggles,” he said.

“He’s just an amazing kid,” he said. “The kid just lit me up.”

Mr. McGinnis said he is thankful to the Bean family for allowing him to be a part of Alex’s life.
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