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School community to rally in support of
borough employee
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School employees are expected to attend the next council meeting to voice their
concern about the treatment of a borough employee.

Joe Latesta, of Lake Como, has been a crossing guard for Belmar Elementary School for almost 19 years,
working at the 12th Avenue post all those years.

Crossing guards are hired by the borough.

On June 21, the last day of school, Mr. Latesta was manning his post, waiting for the children to be dismissed,
when a car came “barrelling down 12th Ave. at a high rate of speed,” according to a letter written by Mr.
Latesta and Katherine Brown, who witnessed the incident. The letter was sent to borough administrator
Colleen Connolly, Police Chief Thomas Palmisano and Mayor Matt Doherty. The letter was dated June 21.

The letter continued, saying the car went through a stop sign and pedestrian crossing when Mr. Latesta told the
driver to slow down several times, but he did not.

The driver was Mike Campbell, according to the letter. Mr. Campbell is the director of
the Belmar Department of Public Works and is in charge of the beachfront.

According to the letter, Mr. Campbell got out of his car, pointed his finger and said Mr.
Latesta had cursed at him and “that he was going to take care of me and that I can’t
work for the beach this summer.”

Mr. Latesta said he has been a gate attendant at the beach for the past 16 years.

Mr. Latesta did not return to the beach this season, he said.

“I never even reached the beach because he [Mr. Campbell] fired me,” Mr. Latesta said.

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said she does not believe what Mr. Latesta said is accurate in regard
to him being fired by Mr. Campbell. She confirmed that Mr. Latesta was not a gate attendant this summer
season.

Ms. Connolly declined to comment further, saying it is a personnel matter under review by the borough.

According to Mayor Doherty, the crossing guard and gate attendant positions are yearly appointments. The
crossing guards report to the police department.

Mr. Latesta had completed the end of the school year, and no decision has been made on who will be appointed
as crossing guards for the upcoming school year, the mayor said.

The mayor declined to comment further since it is a personnel issue.

Mr. Campbell could not be reached for comment.

According to borough ordinance, a crossing guard who has been with the borough for more than 10 years earns
$14.30 per hour, and a gate attendant can make between $7.50 and $15 per hour.

Mr. Latesta said the situation has been handled horribly due to the lack of follow through with what happened.
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“I’ve been there 19 years and had no problems,” he said.

He continued, “I’d like to get it settled so I can get back to work.”

Several members of the Belmar Elementary School community are “very upset” about what has transpired and
have decided to attend the Aug. 6 council meeting to voice their concerns, said Jackie Dahrouge, a
pre-kindergarten integrated teacher at the school.

“The only one getting backlash is officer Joe for doing his job,” Ms. Dahrouge said.

“We want Joe to be our crossing guard,” she said. “Joe has taken care of us for years.”

Ms. Dahrouge said Mr. Latesta is a dependable person who takes his job seriously and is always there for the
school.

“So now we’ll take care of Joe,” Ms. Dahrouge said.

School community members are expected to attend the Aug. 6 council meeting and present a petition to keep
Mr. Latesta as the 12th Avenue crossing guard. The meeting begins at 6 p.m.
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