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Jersey Cares brings new life to Belmar 
Elementary School
Volunteers paint planters, games, and
replant front of school
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Sixty-five volunteers traveled to Belmar last week
to help touch up Belmar Elementary School before students
return this fall.

The volunteers came to Belmar through Jersey Care’s
corporate service program.

Jersey Cares is a nonprofit that coordinates volunteer
opportunities to meet community-identified needs.

Elizabeth Cole, director of special services at the school, said
she was contacted by Jersey Cares several months ago about
doing a project at Belmar Elementary.

The chosen project was to beautify the school.

On July 25, the 65 volunteers, all of whom were interns at
Verizon, came to Belmar to take care of various needs around
the school.

Throughout the day, the volunteers made fleece blankets and
painted benches, planters, canvas and new games, such as
Four Square and hopscotch on the cement. The group also

made a few hundred first night kits,
which contained shampoo, soap and other hygiene necessities, that will be distributed
to local families. They also replanted the area in front of the school.

“Overall it was a great day and we are very appreciative of all the work completed by
the Verizon workers and the efforts of New Jersey Cares to give Belmar Elementary a
fresh makeover,” Ms. Cole said.

Sherry Fazio, senior director of external affairs for Jersey Cares, said it is important
to be involved in a community.

“Everyone has a different story to tell and a different way that you’re connected to the state,” she said.

She continued, “the more community minded we can be the more successful we will be as a society.”

To learn more about Jersey Cares, visit www.jerseycares.org.
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Through Jersey Cares, 65 Verizon interns
traveled to Belmar Elementary School last week
to help spruce up the school before students
return this Fall. The work they did include
replanting the front area of the school, painting
planters, games on cement and canvass and
preparing hundreds of first night kits. Photo by
HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP
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