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Parts for Silver Lake project to be delivered,
installed this month
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Silver Lake will soon be back to its pre-Hurricane Sandy operating condition as the part needed to fix
the lake is set to be delivered and installed.

For years, the borough has been seeking funding to remediate Silver Lake, which sometimes floods during
inclement weather.

Many homes around the lake flooded during Sandy in October 2012, and flooded, once again, in June during a
heavy rain event.

These events caused the lake’s outlet structure and outfall pipe damage, but it was functional until mid-June.

To remediate the outfall pipe and outlet structure, the borough has ordered a new concrete outfall structure
and valve system, which will be constructed as soon as the specialty valves are manufactured and delivered,
said Colleen Connolly, borough administrator.

This is expected to be completed in August.

Down to Earth Landscaping, in Jackson, is working on the project. In all, the Silver
Lake improvements awarded to Down to Earth Landscaping totals $481,045.

Ms. Connolly said once this is completed the lake will be back to its pre-Sandy
operating condition.

This is not the only remediation plan for Silver Lake, however, as the borough plans to
further remediate the area to prevent future flooding.

Maser Consulting, the borough’s engineering firm, presented a plan to the borough in June, detailing a hazard
mitigation plan that increases the size of the outfall pipe and moves its location from under Ocean Avenue to
along A Street to the Shark River Inlet.

By running the pipes under A Street, the water will drain easier since the ocean’s wave action will not be
against the pipe, said Paul Calabrese, the borough’s engineer.

Currently, the outfall pipe is 24 inches, but the new pipe would be 36 inches, Mr. Calabrese said, noting the
new pipe could hold about twice as much water.

There is also a second pipe, a forcemain, being worked into the project, he said.

If the plan comes to fruition, A Street would be dug up from Silver Lake to the Shark River Inlet and the two
pipes will be placed underneath it. The road will then be repaved.

A concrete pad will also be built around the lake, which will allow pumps to be placed at the lake during
inclement weather. Those pumps will run under A Street, allowing Ocean Avenue to remain open.

The current pipe that runs into the Atlantic Ocean will remain once the new pipe is installed down A Street,
but will not be utilized.

The total cost of the project, including the two pipes, will be about $1.1 million.

Star News Group (08.01.13): Parts for Silver Lake project to be ... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/08.01.13/parts_for_si_0...

1 of 2 8/9/13 1:54 PM



The project is currently on a list of projects that is funded by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and
chosen by the state.

The borough had submitted a letter of intent for the project in February, and is currently waiting on the state
to make a decision.

Ms. Connolly said the state is expected to make a decision this month.

In the meantime, the borough is pursuing other funding options for the project.

The borough has scheduled a community meeting for residents around Silver Lake tonight.
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