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Belmar Chase doubles in size
Sees over 1,600 participants in this year’s
race
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — About 1,600 people came out this past Saturday for
the 2nd annual Belmar Chase.

In 2012, the Belmar Chase held its inaugural race in
conjunction with the kick off of the 2012 Olympics, which
were held in London.

This year, the race was back and featured new events for
people of all ages.

The Belmar Chase consisted of two races — one for adults and
one for children — and was directed by 2000 U.S. Olympian
Rich Kenah, who works for Global Athletics and Marketing as
the vice president of events and marketing. Global Athletics
and Marketing, an athletic management and events firm in the
running world, hosts the event.

Mr. Kenah is a two-time International Association of Athletics
Federation World Champion bronze medalist for the 800
meters in 1997. He then competed in the 800-meter
competition during the 2000 Olympics.

BELMAR CHASE

Prior to the start of the 5K, mayors and council members, as
well as former 1992 and 2012 Olympians, geared up for the
Barnabas Health Celebrity Chase, where they competed for a
share of the $7,500 prize money for their recreation
department.

Mayor Steven Fulop, of Jersey City, came in first place,
bringing home $2,500 for his town’s recreation department.

Lake Como Councilman Brian Wilton came in second, bringing
home $1,500 for his recreation department [see related story

in Lake Como].

Third place went to West Orange Mayor Robert Parisi, who took home $1,000 for his
town’s recreation department.

The remaining $2,500 was split up, and went to the other contestants in the Celebrity
Chase.

In all, 1,611 people finished the Belmar Chase, with first place going to Aschalew
Neguse, 25, of New York, with a time of 14:06.

Two new additions were added into this year’s race, both of which were integrated into the Belmar Chase

Photos
 1 2

Andrew Mosco, 9, of Wyckoff and Sea Girt, was
one of 1,611 people who finished the Belmar
Chase this past Saturday. Andrew ran the race
in 31:49. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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itself. These two new additions were the High School Chase and the Running Club Chase.

The High School Chase encouraged high school cross country teams that are preparing for the upcoming season
to participate. These teams were encouraged to bring as many members of the cross country team to
participate as possible, with first-, second- and third-place prizes available.

First, second and third place were determined by combining the first three running times from each of the
teams, with the lowest combined time winning.

The catch, Mr. Kenah said, was in order for a cross country team to be eligible for a prize, their coach must
also participate.

First place for boys and girls teams was Saratoga Springs High School, in Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

Red Bank Catholic High School, in Red Bank, received second place for the girl’s team and third place for the
boy’s team, and Brick Memorial High School, in Brick, received second place for the boy’s team and third place
for the girl’s team.

Prizes, which were provided by Adidas and Runner’s High in Freehold, were awarded to these teams.

The Running Club Chase did not look for the fastest running club, but for the running club with the most
participants.

Adidas, which was a sponsor of the race, hosts the Adidas Grand Prix every year, which is one of the top
professional track and field events in the world and features Olympians from around the world.

The club with the heaviest representation will receive a VIP Party at the Adidas Grand Prix in 2014, and will be
able to interact with Olympic stars from around the world, Mr. Kenah said. All expenses will be paid.

The running club to win was the Garden State Track Club, who had 68 runners who participated.

KIDS CHASE

On. Aug 9, the night before the Belmar  Chase, there was a Kids Chase held for children from 2 to 14 years old.

Just over 250 children participated in the race, all of whom received a medal for participating, Mr. Kenah said.

The 9 to 10 year old boy and girl division of the Kids Chase held a competitive race, with the fastest boy and
girl being deemed “Fastest Kids in Belmar.”

Eamonn Kenah, 9, of Wall, won for the boys, while Keilan O’Day, 10, of Belmar, won for the girls. They each
received a trophy. Eamonn is the son of Mr. Kenah.

Overall, Mr. Kenah said the race was a success.

"We are pleased to have doubled in size from 2012. More importantly, we are happy to have heard so many
comments from participants about how this race helped motivate them to get out and train this summer,” Mr.
Kenah said.

He also said he believes the race successfully called attention to the issue at hand, which was to get people
active and fit.

To view a list of winners for the Belmar  Chase, see the sport’s section or visit www.belmarchase.com.

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Belmar Chase doubles in size”

Star News Group (08.15.13): Belmar Chase doubles in size http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/08.15.13/belmar_chase_...

2 of 3 8/25/13 7:56 PM



© 2013 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Star News Group (08.15.13): Belmar Chase doubles in size http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/08.15.13/belmar_chase_...

3 of 3 8/25/13 7:56 PM


