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Dive slated for Aug. 24 to help clean marine
ecosystem
Will clean up debris, document what is found
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — One 16-year-old Brielle resident is looking to do her part to keep the marine ecosystem clean in the
Belmar area by hosting a dive next week.

Scuba diver Chelsea Eareckson’s father, Dave, made the presentation before the governing body at the Aug. 7
council meeting, detailing the dive and why it is important. Ms. Eareckson could not attend because she was in
Hawaii on a sea turtle mission.

Ms. Eareckson is partnering with Divers Two, in Avon, to lead the dive on Sandy Recovery Dive Against Debris.

Dive Against Debris is a nonprofit organization mobilizing divers to protect the ocean.

Keeping the water clean is a “huge issue,” one that has been made bigger by the storm, Mr. Eareckson said,
reading from a letter written by his daughter.

“Our waters are littered with debris from the storm and they are sitting and ruining
the marine ecosystem,” which is important to healthy waters, which, in turn, is
important to “our survival as a coastal town,” he said.

According to Ms. Eareckson’s letter, 260 marine species are affected by marine debris,
and tens of thousands of marine animals and sea birds die each year from it.

To help keep the marine ecosystem clean, Ms. Eareckson is assembling a team of
scuba divers on Aug. 24 to clean out Shark River in Belmar.

“This dive will be extremely beneficial to both the Belmar community and help the
cleanliness of the water,” Mr. Eareckson said.

The dive will help collect and record data that can improve waste management and expand the understanding
of how much debris is in the waters, he said. The dive will also help people practice proper waste disposal and
help recoup from the storm, he said.

“Lets work together to keep our waters clean,” he said.

Divers can arrive at 9 a.m. on Aug. 24 at the L Street Beach, off Route 35. The dive will take place from 10-11
a.m. that morning, with sorting and recording the findings following it.

Those interested in more information can contact Ms. Eareckson at 732-539-6778.
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