
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Belmar

Council cuts back pavilion proposal
Belmar Pavilions
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After more than five hours, the governing body,
here, adopted a resolution and passed the first reading of an
ordinance at last week’s council meeting that moves forward
plans for reconstructing two of the four pavilions that were
destroyed by Hurricane Sandy, despite several residents calling
for the public to have a say in the reconstruction process.

The ordinance, which authorized a $7.5 million bond to
finance the two pavilions, and the resolution, which
authorized bids to be sought for their construction, were both
approved 4-1, with Councilman Jim Bean voting no on both.

Originally, the borough intended to rebuild three of the four
pavilions by the summer of 2014.

However, after hearing input from residents and news that the
Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] denied Avon
$746,226 to rebuild its two pavilions, the plans were scaled
back, for now, and only two of the pavilions will be
immediately rebuilt.

Those pavilions are the Taylor Pavilion [Fifth Avenue] and the
10th Avenue Pavilion.

The 10th Avenue Pavilion will be home to one concession stand
and public services — police, first aid and lifeguards — and will
be rebuilt on the same footprint as what previously existed.

The Taylor Pavilion, which is a
community building, will also be rebuilt on the same footprint, but is expected to
have a second story, which did not exist in the former pavilion. The second story is a
new addition and will increase the height

of the building by 14 feet.

According to Mayor Matt Doherty, the borough is moving forward with these two
pavilions because one is home to public services and the other is for the residents. He
said 92 percent of the events at the Taylor Pavilion held in 2012, up until Hurricane
Sandy struck, were for Belmar residents and groups.

The cost for the $7.5 million bond, which will be used to fund the pavilions, will be reduced by the $375,000
down payment as well as $485,000 from the 10th Avenue pavilions’ insurance. The other pavilions, Mayor
Doherty said, did not have insurance.

The remainder of the bond, which is $6.64 million with a 3.25 percent interest rate over 20 years, equates to
payments of $455,000 per year for the pavilions. That combined with the $1.32 million, or $110,000 in debt per
year, from the boardwalk over 15 years, equates to a total of $565,000 per year in debt service on the beach
utility if the borough adopts the bond ordinance.
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Attorney Ken Pringle, former mayor of Belmar,
presented a petition to the governing body at
the Aug. 7 council meeting on behalf of Belmar
resident Joy DeSanctis and the other members
of Let the Citizens Decide. Let the Citizens
Decide, a group of Belmar residents, presented
a petition that calls for the borough to adopt an
ordinance that requires voter approval for the
pavilion plans.
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These figures include the principal and interest, Mayor Doherty said.

To help pay that off, the borough wants to use the $390,000 that has been set aside annually in the budget for
boardwalk repairs, leaving the fund’s total annual debt at $175,000.

To pay the $175,000, the borough plans to increase badge prices — dailies would increase from $7 to $8 next
year and season badges would increase from $50 to $60. Senior season badges would remain the same price at
$15. This will result in an additional $439,000 per year, he said, noting this figure is based on the five-year
average of total sales. The badge prices would increase for summer 2014.

By doing this, Mayor Doherty said the borough will have a $264,000 “cushion” per year as the funds generated
from the increase in badge prices compared to the amount of debt annually.

With the beach badge revenue alone, Mayor Doherty said, the borough can absorb the cost to build the
pavilions.

“There will not be one red cent of residential property tax dollars used to finance it in any way, shape or
form,” Mayor Doherty said.

The borough has been in discussions with FEMA and will try to get as much funding as possible, Mayor Doherty
said, noting the borough anticipates some money coming in from the agency, although not at the 90 or 75
percent reimbursement rate that has been seen for other structures.

“Will we get something? Yes, we are,” he said, noting he does not know what that figure is.

According to Joe Cabral, a public assistance squad leader for FEMA, any structure that would “enhance the
outdoor experience,” such as a gazebo or boardwalk, and located in the V zone, would be eligible to receive
partial reimbursement funding.

However, enclosed structures, such as pavilions, are something that “wouldn’t be considered likely” to be
reimbursable, Mr. Cabral said.

Darrell Habisch, FEMA assistant external affairs officer, said there is no pool of money from FEMA that will fund
rebuilding an enclosed structure in the V zone.

Ericka Duckworth, who works in FEMA’s NJ External Affairs office, said FEMA can fund the cost of relocating
pre-existing facilities outside of the V zone, “provided the project is cost-effective.”

The borough will also be pursuing other sources of funding, such as a Community Development Block Grant, the
mayor said.

Prior to voting on the ordinance and resolution, many residents spoke in front of the packed meeting room,
voicing their opinion either for or against the issue [see related story].

In addition, a petition with 519 signatures was presented to the council by attorney Ken Pringle, former Belmar
mayor.

The petition asked the governing body to adopt an ordinance requiring voter approval for the beachfront
pavilion plans. It also asked that the pavilion questions be put on the ballot during the November election.

The proposed ordinance in the petition asks for a public vote on any pavilion that is greater than one story,
unless the entire portion of the building above the first story is designed and intended only to be used by
lifeguards or other public safety personnel.

Ultimately, the resolution authorizing the receipt of bids for the pavilion project was passed 4-1.

Prior to voting no on the resolution, Councilman Bean said he does not care if there is a second story on Taylor
Pavilion, and that he finds it “reasonable” for the residents to vote on the issue.
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The councilman said after the meeting that he was on “the fence” on how to vote until he read the petition.

“The premise of the petition was not whether anyone is for or against the pavilions, but to let the people who
are ultimately responsible for funding the project, to decide for themselves at the polls, what pavilions are
best for Belmar,” Councilman Bean said.

He continued, “This seems so reasonable to me, I had to vote no to stand with the residents. Democracy at its
best. Any council member who is opposed to what this petition states is basically saying that the average voter
in Belmar isn't smart enough to know what is best for the town. I believe that is absurd.”

The introduction and first reading of the ordinance, which authorizes a $7.5 million bond, was also approved
4-1.

Prior to voting, Councilman Bean said he would like to see bonding for Lake Como and Silver Lake
improvements completed prior to the pavilion reconstruction. Both the lakes currently have a habit of
overflowing during inclement weather, and plans are currently in the works to remediate that issue.

He subsequently voted no.

According to Mayor Doherty, a project worksheet for the pavilions has not been submitted yet. Once the
project is completed, the borough will submit it for reimbursement.
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