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Plans for water infrastructure improvements
presented
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, of Linden, made a presentation to the governing body at the Aug. 7
council meeting, explaining what could be done to the water infrastructure that would prevent future rust and
tuberculation and save the borough money in the process.

For quite some time, the borough has been experiencing discolored and dirty water in certain areas of town,
particularly in the Rhode Island Point section, which is the southwestern section of town near Maclearie Park,
and the opposite end of town, the Surf Avenue area and Seventh Avenue, which is near Silver Lake.

The borough has undergone aggressive flushing, with no luck, to try and remediate the situation.

In late May, the borough began using its own water supply.

Belmar gets its water from NJ American Water Company for half the year, and uses its own wells for the
remainder of the year.

Borough representatives have attributed the water issue to aging pipes and the water
company’s change in water chemistry. In June 2012, NJ American Water Company
changed the chemical used to treat its water from chlorine to chloramine.

To remediate the situation, the borough approved a $5 million bond to address the
water issue.

Last week, Robert Flock and Lee Hollerbach, of J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, presented
a plan to the borough that would allow it to keep the existing infrastructure and clean
and line the pipes with cement instead.

Pipes created prior to 1960 were not cement lined, which causes them to build up with tuberculation, Mr.
Hollerbach said. Tuberculation is a buildup of piles of corrosion inside the pipes.

The pipes built in Belmar were created around 1918, said Mayor Matt Doherty.

To prevent future tuberculation, the pipes can be cleaned and lined.

By doing this, Mr. Hollerbach said the work would not interrupt water service to residents and would minimize
interruption to traffic. Water service would not be interrupted, he said, because the company would go outside
the area being worked on and hook up a temporary water main to a fire hydrant to deliver service to residents.

This process would also allow the borough to address all of Rhode Island Point, Surf Avenue and Seventh Avenue
since cleaning and lining the pipes is cheaper than replacing them, said Colleen Connolly, borough
administrator.

According to Ms. Connolly, it costs about $150,000 per square foot to replace water mains, while it costs
$80,000 to clean and line them.

Pipes that are undersized, meaning 4 inches in diameter, will be replaced with a 8-inch modern pipe, while
those that are larger will be cleaned and lined, Ms. Connolly said.

While J. Fletcher Creamer & Son made the presentation to the governing body, Mayor Doherty said it has to go
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out to bid, meaning that company might not be the one that performs the work.

The governing body unanimously approved a resolution to go out to bid for water/sewer infrastructure
improvements at the meeting.

Ms. Connolly said the project is estimated to cost $4 million.
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