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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The annual Peach Festival held this past weekend was a hit, attracting 
almost 100 people and raising more than $1,000. 

The Peach Festival is a fundraiser run by the Presbyterian Women of the First 
Presbyterian Church, here, to raise money for various mission projects, such as making 
health and school kits that are distributed through the Church World Service, Doctors 
Without Borders and the church’s own food pantry, said Lois Rein, chairwoman of the 
Peach Festival. The event also raises money for the church and the Presbyterian Women 
of the Monmouth Presbytery. 

Ms. Rein said the Presbyterian Women host the Peach Festival every year because it is 
profitable and attracts a lot of people who are not members of the church.  

The annual event consists of a sit-down meal. Home baked items are also for sale. This 
year, like every year, the home baked items, which consisted of peach pies, peach crisps, 
and a new addition, peach cake, sold out. 

Last year’s event only attracted 58 people, which is a lower turnout than normal, Ms. 
Rein said. 

But this year, the festival did better than they have in several years, Ms. Rein said. More 
than 90 people came and the event raised about $1,100 for the various mission projects, 
she said. 

The Presbyterian Women were not sure why so many people came this year, but it could 
have been due to the cloudy day on Aug. 11, the day of the festival, Ms. Rein said. 

“We kept busy, which was wonderful,” she said. “It was a huge success.” 

Bob Keller, a member of the First Presbyterian Church who attended the Peach Festival, 
said he was impressed with the event. 

Mr. Keller, who has not attended the event in several years, said the food was delicious 
and he was surprised so many people were there. He said there were church members in 
attendance, as well as neighbors and community members.  



“[The First Presbyterian Church] has always been a community-minded church,” he said. 
“We are always looking to help the community and this is another way to reach out.”  

With the money generated from the festival, the Presbyterian Women will be able to give 
money to several different mission projects. 

“This means we can help several people in different areas because in these times 
everyone needs help,” Ms. Rein said. 

The Presbyterian Women will meet in September to decide what mission projects will 
receive the money. 

	  


