
The Coast Star (08/16/2012): SMRSA Alters Bypass 
Project to Benefit Residents 

Relocation project put on hold until borough can explore alternatives 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The Southern Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] heard loud and clear the concern from residents 
about the bypass project and has decided to make some changes. 

According to Mike Ruppel, executive director of SMRSA, after last Tuesday night’s borough council meeting, SMRSA created a new 
resolution for the bypass project to accommodate some of the concerns raised at the meeting.  

BYPASS PROJECT 

SMRSA is looking to begin a two-part project in the borough. The first part of the project is to install a temporary bypass system to 
the pump station, located in the flood plain near the intersection of North Boulevard and Parkway, which provides service for the 
whole borough, said Mr. Ruppel, noting that SMRSA owns 11 pump stations in total and Lake Como is the only one without a bypass 
system. 

 “In the last five to seven years, SMRSA has spent an excess of $200,000 to repair damages to the building [in Lake Como]” 
associated to storm events, Mr. Ruppel said at the Aug. 7 meeting. And while service has been able to continue in the past during these 
storms, SMRSA is concerned that one day the company will not be able to provide service to the town.  

Adding the bypass system would allow the company to continue to provide service to the community during adverse conditions, such 
as a hurricane.  

“It’s becoming increasingly obvious that it is a significant risk of total system failure if we don’t add this bypass in,” Mr. Ruppel said 
after the meeting.  

In order to install the bypass system, the entire southern island will be removed and two pipes will run underground up Parkway to the 
flagpole, where two underground tanks will be installed. Then the company will create a new island and restore the island and plant 
new trees.  

When a storm event occurs, SMRSA would mobilize portable pumping equipment above ground and access the tanks underground to 
provide service that would not be able to be provided otherwise as a result of the flooding, Mr. Ruppel explained.  

The project is estimated at about $250,000.  

RELOCATING THE PUMP STATION 

While installing the pump station is a solution, it is only a temporary one and will not solve the overarching problem: the pump station 
is located in the flood plain.  

In late May, SMRSA purchased 1800 Parkway with the intent of converting the property into the new pump station site, Mr. Ruppel 
said, which would serve as the permanent solution.  

The location was chosen for several reasons, Mr. Ruppel said. The location is key because it is outside the flood plain and is near the 
pipes that will be installed in the bypass project, which will lessen the cost of this project. The property was also chosen because there 
are two commercial properties and one residential property bordering the lot, he added.  

THE RESOLUTION 



At the Aug. 7 council meeting, a room full of residents raised concerns about the bypass project and relocation of the pump station. 
These concerns ranged from why the trees in the center of the island had to be removed to the negative affect the relocated pump 
station could have on the neighborhood to why Lake Como could not be dredged, which residents believe would solve the problem of 
the lake flooding. 

After the almost two and one-half hour Aug. 7 meeting about the bypass project, Mr. Ruppel went back to SMRSA with the residents’ 
recommendations in mind and made alterations to the company’s plans accordingly.  

According to the resolution, which was passed unanimously 8-0 at last Thursday’s SMRSA meeting, the company will be putting the 
bypass project out to bid and will restore the island to the same dimensions prior to construction and the trees will be replaced unless 
the borough and SMRSA enter into an inter-local agreement to make improvements to the island, which the borough originally 
requested. 

If the borough decides to move ahead with the inter-local agreement, which consists of recommendations the mayor and council 
requested SMRSA do in addition to the bypass project, new sanitary sewers will be installed, Parkway will be repaved up until the 
flagpole area and 2 feet on the eastern side of the street will be narrowed on the island. In addition, the flagpole will be replaced and 
the trees will be removed and replaced.  

According to Mayor Mike Ryan, the borough is unsure whether it will enter into an inter-local agreement with SMRSA.  

“It is up in the air because of the people and what they are saying,” he said.  

The mayor and council will discuss whether to enter into an inter-local agreement with SMRSA at the next meeting on Aug. 21. 

The borough has until Aug. 31 to enter into an inter-local agreement with SMRSA, according to the resolution.  

The resolution also states “SMRSA agrees to postpone proceeding forward with the relocation of the Lake Como Wastewater Pump 
Station by not placing same in its Capital Budget until October 2013 thus enabling the Borough time to further study the concerns of 
the public regarding flood control measures.”  

Mr. Ruppel said “the reason we are moving forward [with the bypass project] is because there is a compelling need to continue the 
integrity in service moving forward.”  

The reason SMRSA is postponing the second-part of the project is because residents at the Aug. 7 meeting echoed the same sentiment: 
relocating the pump station is not the only option. 

And while SMRSA felt relocating the pump station to 1800 Parkway was the best option because it would continue to provide service 
in a cost efficient manner, residents presented several alternate solutions presented at the meeting, such as moving the pump station to 
a location that is not in a residential area and finding a way to control overflow from Lake Como. 

While moving the pump station to a non-residential area would be ideal, Mr. Ruppel said at the meeting it is hard to find that in Lake 
Como.  

As for trying to control the overflow from Lake Como, Mr. Ruppel said SMRSA is postponing putting the relocation project into their 
capital budget until the borough and its residents can further investigate if this is possible, since flooding from the lake is the primary 
reason the pump station is being relocated.  

“Should someone put a plan together to control Lake Como during weather events, it could be a game changer,” he said.  

Mayor Ryan said relocating the pump station has to happen. 

“The fact of the matter is, is that [the pump station] is in the flood plain, and we have to move it out of the flood plain,” the mayor 
said.  

As for dredging the lake, Mayor Ryan said the borough cannot dredge the lake without a commission with members from the three 
towns that own it, Lake Como, Belmar and Spring Lake.  



“The best case scenario for dealing with the dredging of the lake is to have a lake commission that is between Belmar, Lake Como and 
Spring Lake,” Mayor Ryan said. 

The mayor added that Lake Como has been trying to create a lake commission to maintain the “beauty and health of the lake by 
appropriating money through the commissions for its well being” for over 15 years without any success.  

“But you don’t just go and dredge the lake,” he said. “It is years of work.”  

While this is an issue, the mayor said the immediate concern is the bypass project.  

Mayor Ryan said SMRSA will have to do something with the pump station in the future, but he is unsure whether dredging the lake is 
the answer or if it is new technology. He also said the answer to the problem is not easy to achieve because of rules, regulations and 
laws the borough has to follow.  

The mayor said he is sure, however, that “based upon the information we have today, the only feasible place that has been presented to 
the mayor and council at this time is the location SMRSA has designated on Parkway.” 

	  


