
The Coast Star (08/16/2012): ‘Tour For the Shore’ 
Riders Make a Stop in Belmar on Tuesday 

Raises awareness of ocean pollution issues and Clean Ocean Zone 

 

Belmar Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay [center] spoke at one of the rallies for Tour for the Shore, in Belmar on Aug. 14. Tour for the 
Shore is a 15-day journey from Cape May to Montauk Point, N.Y. to raise awareness about ocean pollution. Also attending was 

outrigger canoeist Margo Pellegrino [left] who is canoeing the journey, and Cindy Zipf, executive director for Clean Ocean Action, 
which is sponsoring Tour for the Shore. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Members of the community, as well as several politicians, gathered at the Taylor Pavilion on 
Tuesday to show support and raise awareness for the first Tour for the Shore campaign. 

The Tour for the Shore campaign is a two-week bike-paddle rally sponsored by Clean Ocean Action [COA]. 
The tour, which started in Cape May on Friday, Aug. 10 and will end on Friday, Aug. 24 in Montauk Point, 
N.Y., consists of a 300-mile paddle and 400-mile bike ride happening simultaneously. 

The purpose of the tour is to raise awareness of ocean pollution issues and to garner enough public support for 
the Clean Ocean Zone [COZ] initiative, a citizen-drafted federal law that seeks to permanently protect the 
waters of the New York/New Jersey bight. The New York/New Jersey bight, which is a curve or bend in the 
shoreline, ranges from Cape May to Montauk Point, N.Y., which is the span of the “Tour for the Shore” 
campaign. 



At the press conference on Tuesday, several COZ supporters, including COA executive director Cindy Zipf and 
Congressman Frank Pallone [D-6], spoke about the importance of having a clean ocean.  

Ms. Zipf spoke about the progress the Jersey shoreline has made to become clean over the past 25 years.  

“Not so long ago … we were the ocean dumping capital of the world,” she said, noting that the beaches had raw 
sewage and medical waste washing up on its shore. “We now have that premiere coastal destination for tourism 
and it is really worth fighting for and keeping.” 

She then talked about the importance of passing COZ as a federal law.  

“It will lock in all the successes we have achieved by locking out the pollution,” Ms. Zipf said.  

If COZ is passed, she said, ocean dumping, oil and gas drilling, and liquid natural gas would all be prohibited, 
while windmills and renewable energy would be allowed.  

The Tour for the Shore, she said, is about raising public awareness for this initiative. 

Doing the 300-mile paddle and 400-mile bike ride are Margo Pellegrino, a COA supporter, and Sean Dixon, 
staff attorney for COA, respectively.  

Mr. Dixon said the bike ride provides a great avenue to talk to people in every beach town about the ocean and 
how to keep it clean.  

During the 15-day tour, Mr. Dixon will be attending over 50 rallies to garner support for COZ, he said. 

And while Ms. Pellegrino, an avid outrigger canoer, will not be attending all 50 of the rallies due to time 
constraint paddling, she said it is for a great cause.  

“We shouldn’t ruin the resources so many depend on for oil,” she said. “It is so shortsighted.” 

Speaking in support for COZ at the conference was Congressman Pallone, who has supported the effort since its 
beginning, he said. 

“Thousands of people and billions of dollars depend on a clean ocean. We won’t have tourism, swimming, 
restaurants, bate shops and boating unless the ocean is clean,” he said.  

The problem, the congressman said, is that environmental legislation is “under attack” in the House of 
Representatives, which means representatives are spending more time defending existing legislation than they 
do on initiating new legislation.  

Congressman Pallone then said Tour for the Shore is not only for COZ but because “we also need to fight 
against the efforts to turn back the environment on a lot of these ocean initiatives that COA has championed and 
made possible over the last 25 years.”  

Speaking on behalf of local towns were Bradley Beach Mayor Julie Schreck and Belmar Councilwoman 
Jennifer Nicolay. 

Mayor Schreck said mistakes happen, whether it is done by a human or machine, and it only takes one mistake 
to jeopardize the ocean. 



And while Ms. Schreck said she is not anti-business, she does believe there is a problem with using the ocean 
for business. 

“The problem with businesses using public resources is that businesses tend to privatize the benefits and 
socialize the costs and risks,” she said. 

Councilwoman Nicolay spoke briefly, but her message was clear: “The ocean is very important. Don't lose sight 
of it. Get involved. Speak up.” 

Following the politicians’ speeches, businesses that support COZ echoed sentiments on the importance of 
grassroot movements when it comes to change.  

Suzanne Golas, a representative from Waterspirit, a nonprofit committed to helping people understand the 
interdependence of all creation in sustaining life, said the strongest potential for change, whether it is national or 
international, comes from grassroot movements.  

It is the voice and pressure from the grassroots level that what will effect legislation in Congress and effect 
international decisions, she said. 

Joe Woerner, a representative from Surfrider Foundation Jersey Shore chapter, also believes change can from 
the grassroots level. 

He said the well being of people who live on the shore are intimately connected to the ocean, and that COZ 
provides a “vision of health and prosperity” for that ocean. 

The problem, he said, is those companies who turn the ocean into private profits, “walk away like they did in 
the housing crisis and leave us with the mess to clean up.” 

At the end of his speech, Mr. Woerner provided patrons with a test for politicians.  

He said, politicians either “stand on the side of a clean ocean and a clean vision of prosperity for our people, 
economy and our ocean” or they stand on the side of “greed and wealth and corporate profits opposed to the 
people.” 

“So give your local politicians a call and vote accordingly,” Mr. Woerner said.  

After the hour-long press conference in Belmar, Mr. Dixon and Ms. Pellegrino continued their journey.  

Today, Thursday, Aug. 16, they are making the trek from Staten Island, N.Y. to Manhattan. 

	  


