
The Coast Star (08/02/2012): Belmar Kicks off 2012 
Summer Olympics with a Race of its Own 
Long Branch Mayor Adam Schneider wins Celebrity Chase 

 

1992 Olympian Michael Trautmann [from left], Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty, 1992 Olympian Steve Holman, 2000 Olympian and 
Belmar Chase race director Rich Kenah, of Wall, 2004 Olympian Carrie Tollefson and Sea Girt Councilman Michael Mulroy at the 

Belmar Chase on July 28. The Belmar Chase kicked off the 2012 Summer Olympics. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS 
GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar kicked off the 2012 Summer Olympics with a bang.  

On Saturday, July 28, more than 900 people flocked to the Taylor Pavilion, here, to participate in the first 
annual Belmar Chase, competing for a piece of the prize money. 

Belmar Chase was hosted by Global Athletics and Marketing, an athletic management and events firm in the 
running world. The race was managed by 2000 U.S. Olympian Rich Kenah, who works for Global Athletics and 
Marketing as director of marketing. 

Mr. Kenah said he was pleased with the “level of participation, enthusiasm of the runners and the commitment 
of the volunteers.” 

When asked how he felt the race did coinciding with the start of the Olympics, Mr. Kenah said, “If we had an 
impact on one young runner and inspired them to chase their own Olympic dream, then we did our job.” 

Mr. Kenah also said he was pleased runners understood the connection between the race, the runner’s own goals 
and the Olympics.  

The Belmar Chase consisted of two races: the regular race and the Celebrity Chase, where local celebrities 
competed for a piece of $5,000 for their borough’s recreation department.  



Competing in the Celebrity Chase was Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty, Lake Como Councilman Brian Wilton, 
Spring Lake Mayor Jennifer Naughton, Sea Girt Councilman Michael Mulroy, Long Branch Mayor Adam 
Schneider and Interlaken Councilman Robert White. Former Olympians Carrie Tollefson, of the 2004 
Olympics, John Trautmann, of the 1992 Olympics, and Steve Holman, of the 1992 Olympics, also raced in the 
Celebrity Chase.  

Long Branch Mayor Adam Schneider won the Celebrity Chase, winning $2,500 for his borough’s recreation 
department. The other towns represented will each receive $500. 

Mayor Doherty said, “I wasn’t successful in the Belmar Chase, but congrats to Adam Schneider. He did well.” 

The mayor also said the Belmar Chase was an “outstanding event” with a high caliber of runners.  

“Rich Kenah ran the event the right way,” Mayor Doherty said, noting that the race included many types of 
people, including children, politicians, the average runner and Olympians. “It was a very unique race.”  

Councilman Wilton, of Lake Como, said he “had a lot of fun despite the fact I was suffering physically from the 
heat and run itself.”  

In the regular race, Leonard Korir, of New Rochelle, N.Y., won first place for the men, which began minutes 
after the Celebrity Chase. Mr. Korir finished in 14 minutes 22 seconds, and took home the $1,000 first-place 
prize. Harbert Okuti, of New Paltz, N.Y., placed second in 14 minutes 25 seconds, and won $500. Mengistu 
Taboy-Nebsi, of New York, N.Y., placed third with 14 minutes 27 seconds. He received $250. 

For the women, Bekelech Bedada, of New York, N.Y., won first place with a time of 16 minutes 20 seconds. 
Second place went to Alemtsehay Misganaw, of New York, N.Y., with 16 minutes 25 seconds. Third place 
went to Melissa Salerno, of Brooklyn, N.Y., with 17 minutes 29 seconds. They also received $1,000, $500 and 
$250, respectively.  

The night before the Belmar Chase, about 100 children participated in a race of their own. The Belmar Kids’ 
Chase was held at the Taylor Pavilion, where children were divided into age groups from 2- to 14-years-old. 

No prizes were awarded in the age groups, but one girl and one boy in the 9- and 10-year old division were 
crowned Belmar’s Fastest Kid. Aurelia Whitehead, 10, of Belmar, was deemed Belmar’s Fastest Girl and 
Matthew Wrobel, 10, of Nutley, was deemed Belmar’s Fastest Boy.  

The Belmar Chase is expected to return next year, although a date has not been set yet. 

	  


