
The Coast Star (08/02/2012): Volunteers Needed to 
Help Clean Lake Como in September 
Initiative is a part of International Coastal Cleanup 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Towns around the world will be spending Sept. 15 cleaning up their coastal communities, and 
Lake Como will be one of those towns. 

For the first time, Lake Como will be participating in the Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup. 

According to Sandy Huber, executive director of NJ Clean Community Council, the International Coastal 
Cleanup is important for several reasons. NJ Clean Community is New Jersey’s liaison to the Ocean 
Conservancy, an organization based in Washington, D.C., that works to protect the ocean and its wildlife. 

Sept. 15 is important because it provides an opportunity for people all over the world to join together and clean 
up their litter problems, Ms. Huber said. 

It also allows NJ Clean Community Council to figure out what educational programs it should put in place, she 
said. For instance, at one point plastic bags were the number one litter problem. Now, after educating people on 
the environmental impact on plastic bags, it is no longer the number one litter problem — cigarette butts are, 
Ms. Huber said.  

Finally, the coastal cleanup is important because it makes the beaches cleaner, she said. 

Last year, the Ocean Conservancy had 598,076 volunteers collect 9,084,428 pounds of trash along 20,776 miles 
of shoreline through the International Coastal Cleanup day. This data is collected from data sheets that each 
town is required to fill out and send back to Ocean Conservancy, who then compiles a final tally of how much 
litter was cleaned. 

Councilman Jared Cohen, council liaison for the environmental commission, said the borough has chosen to 
participate in the clean up in order to “lessen the environmental impact on environmental resources.” 

As part of the borough’s cleanup initiative, volunteers will be cleaning around Lake Como, as well as, streets 
around town, Councilman Cohen said. 

“We want a beautiful lake we are proud of and can all enjoy, free from debris,” the councilman said. 

The borough is seeking volunteers to take part in this clean up. If interested, please contact Viveca Graham at 
borough hall, 732-681-3232 Ext 207. Clean up will begin at 9:30 a.m. at the gazebo on Lake Como on Sept. 15. 

	  


