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BELMAR — An applicant at the zoning board of adjustment meeting on July 26 decided to withdraw his 
application that would create a two-car garage after several of his neighbors raised concerns about the project. 

Dariusz Targonski, who owns 611 10th Ave., wanted to construct a two-car garage that was approximately 800 
square feet. The garage would also have storage space for his lawn mower, snow blowers and outdoor furniture.  

Mr. Targonski went before the board of adjustment to seek a variance for the expansion of a non-conforming 
use because it is a two-family house in a single-family zone, said Joseph Hillman, the applicant’s attorney. The 
garage itself complies with all zoning regulations, he said.  

Mr. Targonski withdrew his application after six neighbors spoke against it. 

Residents of the 600 block of 10th Avenue raised concern the garage would be used in conjunction with 1000 
Main St., where two restaurants are located, said Sam Marzarella, resident of the 600 block of 10th Avenue. 

Mr. Targonski owns 1000 Main St., as well as several other properties in Belmar. 

According to Mr. Marzarella, the residents believe Mr. Targonski was storing garbage from Kaya’s Kitchen, 
located at 1000 Main St., in a commercial dumpster at 611 10th Ave. 

Omar Basatemur, owner of Kaya’s Kitchen, said he was storing garbage at 611 10th Ave. because he was just 
“following what was told by our landlord,” Mr. Targonski. 

Mr. Marzarella said Mr. Targonski is already “using his premise for commercial activity,” and residents 
believed the garage would be used for commercial activity if it were constructed.  

“Our concerns were well founded and accurate,” Mr. Marzarella said. “The neighbors banded together to stop 
activity against the code and for the best interest of our town.” 

Tom Burke, a resident of the 600 block of 10th Avenue, said residents of the block feel like the businesses 
located at 1000 Main St. has continued to encroach on the residential area in Belmar.  

“The businesses are expanding and disrupting our peace and quiet. It is bad enough that we cannot find a place 
to park,” he said, referring to the fact that it is not the first time residents have had concerns about 1000 Main 
St. 

In June, residents of the 600 block of 10th Avenue raised concerns about the lack of parking along their block 
because of 1000 Main St. and other businesses in the area. Among their concerns were the commuters who used 
the 600 block to park because parking near the train station has a 10-hour time limit, as well as business 
employees who parked on the 600 block and delivery vehicles double parking along 10th Avenue to unload 
product. 

Now, “it has gone too far,” Mr. Burke said, referring to commercial garbage being dumped in a residential zone.  



Mr. Basatemur, owner of Kaya’s Kitchen, said he has been speaking with different garbage removal services 
about coming to Kaya’s Kitchen to pick up the garbage from the restaurant on a daily basis. It will begin as 
soon as a contract is set, which will hopefully be in a few days.  

“It will cost twice as much as I was paying,” Mr. Basatemur said.  

According to Mr. Basatemur, the restaurant was paying $125 per month to put the garbage in the commercial 
dumpster at 611 10th Ave. The restaurant will now pay more than $300 per month to hire a garbage removal 
service, he said.  

Mr. Targonski could not be reached for comment.  

Jay McDermott, zoning board of adjustment chairman, said his main concern with the application was the fact it 
“struggled to overcome the variance hurdles as it relates to the positive and negative criteria.”  

According to Mr. McDermott, in order for the board to grant a variance to a non-conforming structure, the 
positives must outweigh the negatives for the neighborhood, and Mr. McDermott felt the application did not 
meet that burden. 

As for the garbage problem, Mr. McDermott said he was concerned it took the application to bring that fact to 
the surface.  

Mr. McDermott also said he advised Mr. Targonski “to spend time with his neighbors to resolve their conflicts 
and create a better relationship.” 

Mr. Hillman, who is Mr. Targonski’s attorney, said “we need to figure out what he needs to do and how to 
proceed [in regard to the garage] to satisfy the neighbors.” 

Mr. Burke said he would have no objection if the board attached stipulations to the application regarding the 
garage use, if, and when, it is presented to the board of adjustment, again.  

Mr. Marzarella disagreed.  

Even with Kaya’s Kitchen now using a garbage removal service, Mr. Marzarella said he still would not want the 
garage to be built because it is a non-conforming property.  

“Whether I object or not, the board is supposed to apply the law and the law does not permit the expansion of a 
non-conforming use,” Mr. Marzarella said. 

	  


