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Barclay building slated to be demolished in
the fall
Two, single-family homes to be erected in its place
There are 1 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Barclay will officially be no more as a developer went before the planning board on Monday
evening with a plan to knock down the current building, subdivide the lot and build two, single-family homes
on the property.

The plan was approved unanimously.

In June, Belmar resident William Merkler and Manalapan resident Walter Bostian purchased the Barclay, 112
Fifth Ave., for $1.65 million. The property includes the lot where The Barclay sits, on Fifth Avenue, and a
parking lot on Fourth Avenue, both of which are 100-by-150 feet.

Mr. Merkler is a former councilman in Belmar.

The Barclay, a defunct banquet and catering hall, was a landmark in town for decades
before closing its doors in 2011. Steve Vita, its most recent owner, owned the
property for five years.

In 2006, the board approved subdividing the Barclay site into three lots. However,
that never came to fruition and the subdivision was never perfected.

Seven years later, plans have been presented to create two, single-family homes on
the site — a plan brought before the planning board on Monday evening.

The applicant went before the board to subdivide the lot, as well as get three
variances for the corner lot.

Richard DeFalco, the applicant’s engineer, presented testimony about the project.

According to Mr. DeFalco, the 15,000 square foot Barclay property is to be subdivided into two, 7,500 square
foot lots.

A lot area variance for the corner lot was sought since 9,000 square feet is required in the R-75 residential zone
for corner lots. The applicant also sought variances for the front yard setback and lot frontage.

By subdividing the lot and building two homes, Mr. DeFalco said less traffic will be generated and less use of
utilities, as well as more open and green space.

In addition, this project will increase on-street parking by two spaces on A Street. This will be done by
eliminating the loop driveway the Barclay currently has.

Both homes will comply with the Federal Emergency Management Agency base flood elevations, which for the
Barclay site means 10 feet.

The two homes will be 2-and one-half stories, with four bedrooms and a detached garage, according to Mr.
Merkler. The homes will each be roughly 3,800 to 4,000 square feet and will not exceed the 35 foot high limit.
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Prior to voting, board members were able to comment on the application.

All were in favor of it, and believed it would be a positive development for Belmar.

Board member Robert Forte said he liked what was proposed as it conforms with the borough’s master plan.
The variances requested were reasonable, and he had “no objections.”

Board member Michael Campbell, who is the director of the department of public works, said he is “very
happy” the Barclay is being taken down.

Councilman Brian Magovern, who sits on the board, said “the Barclay had a great history for Belmar...but that
day’s gone.”

Mr. Merkler and David Kinsel, of Third Avenue, have done “great work” in Belmar before and “Belmar will be
much better for it in the days to come,” Councilman Magovern said. Mr. Campbell had echoed similar
sentiments.

Mr. Merkler and Mr. Kinsel are partners of NorthEnd Builders, of Belmar, which will be building the homes.

Board member Ed Windas said he is in favor of the application.

“It’s a shame that the Barclay was allowed to deteriorate to the condition it’s in now, where we have to knock
it down,” he said.

The board members unanimously approved the application.

Demolition is targeted for late September.

As for the Fourth Avenue parking lot site, Mr. Merkler said he plans to go before the planning board next month
to present a similar subdivision project as the one at the Barclay site.
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Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Barclay building slated to be demolished in the fall”

NANCY RIZZO → Posted: Thursday, Aug 22 at 05:31 PM

I HAE BEEN FRIENDS OF THE HUISMAN FAMILY FOR OVER 50 YEARS. I HAVE SO MANY WONDERFUL MEMORIES OF THE
BARCLAY THAT GO BACK TO MY HIGH SCHOOL DAYS. THE HUISMAN'S DID A WONDERFUL JOB RUNNING THE BARCLAY
AND ALL OF THE PROPERTIES SURROUNDING IT. I WILL TRULY MISS IT!!
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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