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Hurricane Sandy Benefit to raise funds for
area residents
To take place from 2-8 p.m. on Aug. 24 at Headliner
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Year-round residents, summer residents and area businesses are coming together to put on a
fundraiser for local residents still affected by Hurricane Sandy.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, “hundreds, if not a thousand families” were displaced from their homes
immediately following the storm, Mayor Matt Doherty said. About one week after the storm, the bulk of those
people had returned to their homes.

Now, almost 10 months later, about 20 families remain displaced, and many others are still recouping from the
financial and emotional impact left behind by the storm.

To help those residents, summer and year-round residents, as well as businesses in town, have come together
to bring “A Day of Music” Hurricane Sandy Benefit. One-hundred percent of the proceeds go to the Belmar
Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund.

Event coordinator Chris Romanzo, of 10th Avenue, said since Sandy, the borough has replaced the boardwalk
and got the town “up and running,” but there are people still out of their homes.

“We’re trying to make sure nobody is left behind,” he said.

“Some people are still really hurting.”

Mr. Romanzo said he is hoping to raise anywhere between $5,000 to $10,000 to help
the residents of Belmar.

Interlaken resident Thomas Jannarone, drummer for the Smokin Jackets, said he is
excited his band will be performing at the benefit. Mr. Jannarone is a co-owner of Bar
Anticipation.

Mr. Jannarone has lived on the Jersey Shore his whole life and “couldn’t think of a better reason to play then to
help out the residents of Belmar,” he said.

The Smokin Jackets last played together in 1989, and reunited for the first time in April to play at Bar
Anticipation, in Lake Como.

The band will reunite, once again, to play at the benefit on Aug. 24, with two new members accompanying
some of the original members.

Tom Sueta, owner of Headliner, said he thinks the benefit is a great idea. Headliner is where the benefit will
take place.

“It’s a great opportunity for people not to forget there are still a lot of people out there struggling,” he said.

The Hurricane Sandy benefit will feature happy hour drink specials, a silent auction and raffles.

Live entertainment will be provided by The Smokin Jackets, Whiskey Fueled, Edgar Cayce, Joe Baracata and
Rocket 88, all of whom are donating their time to perform at the event.
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Special guests include TNA World Wrestling Champion “Bully Ray,” WRAT DJ “Gotts,” Comedian Ryan Maher and
Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty.

The benefit will take place from 2-8 p.m. on Aug. 24 at Headliner, on Route 35 south in Neptune. Entrance to
the benefit costs $20.
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