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Nocturnes Big Band to perform benefit
concert at local church
From 7:30-9 p.m. on Aug. 24 at the First Presbyterian Church
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The First Presbyterian Church held the first of two benefit concerts to raise funds for the church’s
restoration effort.

 As a result of Hurricane Sandy, the First Presbyterian Church sustained about $510,000 in damages.

The first floor, which is home to the church’s social room, kitchen, classrooms, storage areas and boiler room,
were all destroyed. Outside, the church’s air conditioning units sat under water and were damaged and some of
the church’s roof was also damaged.

To help offset the cost of damages, the church’s annual spring concert series also served as a fundraiser.

That fundraising effort continued on Aug. 15, with the first of two performances by the Nocturnes Big Band.

Their performance started with some real old favorites like “Chattanooga Cho Cho”
and “Satin Doll” and included a wide variety of songs and instrumentals.

Nocturnes Big Band director Sal Sanfilippo said, “We had a wonderful concert last
night. The audience loved it!”

According to Nancy Steel, office manager at the First Presbyterian Church, $640 was
raised from last Thursday’s concert, with about 50 people attending.

With the money raised, Ms. Steel said they hope to eventually be able to restore the
use of the kitchen, lower level and elevator, so the church can return to the level of

work it provided to the community prior to Hurricane Sandy.

The Nocturnes will be returning tonight, Aug. 22 at the First Presbyterian Church, on the corner of Ninth
Avenue and E Street. The concert is held from 7:30-9 p.m.

The concert is free but donations are encouraged.
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