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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Two council members and one resident raised concern about the impact bonfires may be having 
on the Second Avenue beach, here. 

As a result of the concerns, the borough is re-evaluating the bonfire policy.  

The borough ordinance currently states that bonfires can only be started at the designated spot along the 
beachfront, the Second Avenue beach, with a permit given by the borough fire official, John Rizzitello. 

Bonfire permits can be issued at any time of the year and can only be held for three hours at a time between 6-
10 p.m., said borough clerk April Claudio, noting that the borough has issued 34 permits this year. 

According to Bill Young, borough administrator, as of this year, bonfires are allowed in a designated area, 
about 75 yards east of the Second Avenue beach entrance. Prior to this, bonfires were allowed anywhere on 
Second Avenue, as long as their was a permit, he said. 

At last week’s council meeting, where the issue was discussed, Joe Gervasi, who owns property on Second 
Avenue, said having a designated area is not good enough because the wind still spreads the ash and debris 
around. 

“It’s filthy dirty,” he said. “You can’t walk from the ocean to the boardwalk without coming back with soot on 
your feet.” 

Mr. Gervasi said he “likes a good bonfire as much as anybody,” but he does not want to have them at the 
expense of the beach. 

If the borough had the right equipment to clean the debris left after each bonfire, it would be a different story, 
he said, noting the borough’s beach rake only moves the debris around. 

But since the borough does not have the right equipment, the ash and debris are just being pushed around, Mr. 
Gervasi said.  

Councilwoman Claire Deicke is also in favor of the bonfires, if an alternative could be presented.  

The councilwoman said she “strongly believes” the beach should be kept clean.  

“People don’t pay money to go on the beach for that type of situation,” she said.  

Councilwoman Deicke believes if bonfires could be held off until the fall months, instead of during the summer 
when the beaches see heavy use, that could work.  

Councilman Brian Magovern agreed that bonfires should be held off until the fall months. 

The councilman said the issue with the bonfires is that there are too many in the summer, which “leaves the 
beach dirty for beachgoers during the day.” 



“Thirty-four is a lot to me,” he said, referring to the number of bonfire permits this year. 

And each time there is a bonfire, the debris from it is spread around since the borough’s beach equipment 
cannot handle cleaning up the bonfire properly, Councilman Magovern said.  

“Even though it is a big beach, it makes people search for a clean spot,” he said. 

Mr. Young, borough administrator, said the borough has stopped issuing new bonfire permits until it re-
evaluates the policy.  

“We want the beach to be pristine,” he said. “If the borough decides to keep it, we want a policy where people 
set up and clean up.” 

In other meeting news, the council discussed allowing bike riding on the boardwalk during the night hours. 

Currently, patrons are allowed to ride their bike on the boardwalk from 6 - 9 a.m. each morning.  

But council members believe the morning hours are not enough. 

Councilwoman Deicke said many people enjoy riding their bike during the morning hours, and she believes 
many would also enjoy riding after dinner.  

“It’s a good, family event,” she said, noting that it is safer for youngsters to ride their bikes on the boardwalk.  

Councilman Magovern agreed. 

He said being able to ride bikes on the boardwalk would be safer for people, especially for those with children.  

At night, as people are leaving the beach, they are backing out of the diagonal parking spots, which could be 
dangerous because those driving cannot always see those riding their bikes in the street, he said.  

Having people ride their bikes on the boardwalk could avert that potential safety issue, the councilman said.  

Chief Tom Palmisano, of the Belmar Police Department, said the department is currently looking into the bike 
riding situation, but they are concerned about pedestrian safety. 

When patrons are riding their bike in the dark with no reflectors, no one will know they are coming, which 
could be dangerous, he said. 

The police will discuss the matter and will report back to the mayor and council in the next week.  

The next council meeting is Sept. 19 at 6 p.m. 

	  


