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Project chosen by student council, funds came from Walkathon 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Students at St. Rose High School will be seeing two completely renovated 
bathrooms when they walk through the school’s doors in September. 

The two bathrooms, located outside the school’s cafeteria, were selected by the student council 
as last year’s student-chosen project. 

According to Principal Sister Kathleen Nace, the student-chosen project tradition began in 1980 
when the school’s gymnasium was burnt down and students wanted to help raise money to 
rebuild it. In order to raise money, the students created the Walkathon, which is now held every 
October.  

The Walkathon, and subsequent student-chosen project, has continued as a tradition ever since. 

According to Kevin Davis, assistant principal and student council moderator, the student body 
hosts a Walkathon event each October, with a large portion of the proceeds from the event going 
to a student-chosen improvement project, and the rest going to the development office. 

This year, the student council chose to gut and revamp the boy’s and girl’s bathroom outside the 
cafeteria, since it is the most utilized bathroom in the school, Mr. Davis said. The bathrooms will 
be receiving new toilets, stalls, tiling and vanities, he added. 

Having the ability to “express where they see [the school] needs to improve and actually doing it 
makes them feel like an important part in the school as it grows and renews,” Mr. Davis said, 
adding that the students are able to see the change they create each year. 

Sister Nace said choosing the project each year also serves as a “real life lesson for them” 
because they are able to see how “things” cost. For instance, students did not know cafeteria 
tables cost about $400, Sister Nace said, referring to the project for the 2010/2011 school year, 
which was updating the cafeteria. 

The Walkathon last October raised about $25,000, with over $20,000 of it going toward the 
bathroom project, Mr. Davis said. 

The girl’s bathroom is completed and Mr. Davis said he is expecting the boy’s bathroom to be 
completed by Aug. 24. 


