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BELMAR — Technology and learning are becoming more intertwined at St. Rose High School, as each 
incoming freshman will be receiving an iPad that they are expected to use throughout their high school career 
and beyond. 

Each of the approximately 120 students will receive an iPad 2, which they will use at school for learning 
purposes, Principal Sister Kathleen Nace said. They will also be able to take the iPads home, but will be 
expected to hand them in each summer so they can be upgraded, she added, noting that this is the first time the 
school is implementing such a program. 

According to Sister Nace, the school is giving each student an iPad because many companies are putting their 
textbooks in eBook form. 

While not all companies have this implemented yet, St. Rose High School feels “it is definitely the trend,” she 
said. 

“Students are so wired and connected outside of school,” Sister Nace said, noting that giving the freshman is the 
“next right step” because it is how students learn today. 

While freshman will be the only ones receiving iPads, upper classmen will be able to “BYOD — bring your 
own device,” Sister Nace said.  

This will allow upper classmen to bring in their own devices, such as a laptop or iPad, for learning purposes. 

While BYOD does provide some leniency when it comes to bringing technology to school, students will not be 
able to bring in 3G or 4G devices, such as smart phones. This is because 3G and 4G devices are able to bypass 
security features and internet protection at the school, Sister Nace said. 

To ensure that students are using their electronic devices for educational purposes only, each student will be 
required to sign an acceptable use policy for the technology. 

Each freshman will also be required to sign an additional agreement for the iPads. The iPad user agreement will 
dictate what the students can and cannot download, application wise. 

The cost of purchasing the iPads will cost the school approximately $100,000, which includes both the devices 
the iPads and accompanying applications, Sister Nace said, adding that each teacher in the school received 
iPads last year and have been trained on it. 

While purchasing the iPads is costly, Sister Nace said, “It is a commitment we’re making because we believe 
that in order to provide the best education, we must provide the best technology.” 

Sister Nace also said iPads will be given to incoming freshman each year from “here on out.” 

Each student will receive their iPad during freshman orientation on Aug. 28 and 29. They will also receive 
training on how to use it.  


