
The Coast Star (08/23/2012): Slip Owners Raise 
Concern About Their Rights at Belmar Marina 

Concerned about transient slips, rowdy patrons 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — A Wall Township resident has expressed concern regarding her rights as a permanent slip holder 
at the municipal marina.  

Lisa Curtis, of Wall Township, raised three concerns at last week’s council meeting on behalf of several 
permanent slip holders at the Belmar Marina.  

The first concern raised had to do with transient boats parking at the end of the C Dock, which is generally 
reserved for permanent slip holders. 

“It is absolute chaos when transient boats are parked on a regular dock,” Ms. Curtis said, because permanent 
slip holders all know each other. 

When transient boaters dock their boat at the end of C Dock, those boat owners tend to leave the gate to the 
dock open for their guests, which causes an influx in people walking up and down the dock, she said. 

 “It is also a monetary issue,” she said. “We pay for the right to be on there and we have the right to make sure 
we are safe.” 

With the influx of people, the boat slip renters are worried that personal items could be stolen, she said. 

Bill Young, borough administrator, said the borough assigns transient boaters their slip, including slips on C 
Dock, when there is a need.  

The borough has 50 transient slips and 230 permanent slips, Mr. Young said. The transient slips cost $2.25 per 
foot per day or $2 per foot per week, and a permanent slip holder is charged $128.75 per foot annually. 

“It is all about revenue generation, he said. “If we can make money we will make money, and deliver a high 
level of customer service.” 

The second concern had to do with the patrons coming to and from the 9th Ave. Pier, a restaurant that opened 
on the Belmar Marina earlier this month.  

“[The 9th Ave. Pier] has done a good job at not raising the noise level, but the foot traffic is through the roof,” 
she said, noting that the foot traffic has been  

“escalating in amount and behavior.”  

Ms. Curtis said the night of Aug. 4 she and two other women, who also rent a boat slip, were accosted at the 
comfort station by a group of people. The comfort station, which is contracted to the boat slip owners, consists 
of bathrooms, washers and dryers and showers.  



“What if that is a bunch of guys?” she said, noting that her real concern has to do with a bunch of guys making 
it “extremely rough” for a female boat owner walking to the comfort station.  

Ms. Curtis believes the borough needs to increase the level of security surrounding the 9th Ave. Pier. 

“The issue is not with the 9th Ave. pier specifically,” she said, but with the fact that the borough “brought in an 
outside entity without considering all the implications it would have on the boat owners.” 

She said that although she has seen one special officer, more should be added to deal with the amount of people. 

“And they need to be patrolling the whole marina, not just the tiki bar,” Ms. Curtis added. 

Mr. Young said the Belmar Marina is fully covered, although he could not give a number as to how many police 
officers were patrolling the area. He also said adding more police officers to the Belmar Marina would be at the 
discretion of Capt. Andrew Huisman and Chief Tom Palmisano.  

The third concern had to do with the women’s bathroom in the comfort station. 

Ms. Curtis said those working on the miniature golf course are running power lines to and from the bathroom, 
she said. 

“There are people climbing in and out of the window,” she said.  

The miniature golf course, which has not opened yet, is operated by Chefs International, a Point Pleasant 
Beach-based organization that operates the 9th Ave. Pier. 

Since then, the bathrooms in the women’s and men’s bathrooms have been screwed shut, but the laundry room 
window has remained open. The contractors have also been given the electronic keys to the comfort station.  

Nailing the windows shut is not good because these windows cannot be opened. 

“This could be a life safety issue if there is ever a fire in there,” Ms. Curtis said.  

Mr. Young said the windows have been unscrewed because they shouldn’t be screwed shut. He also said the 
contractor has a key to the comfort station, which the borough gave to them. 

“We are working with the contractor to ensure the golf course gets done quickly and safely,” he said. 

	  


