
The Coast Star (08/23/2012): Belmar 
Historical Society is Currently Seeking 

Memories from Residents for its Second 
Book 

Submit entries to borough hall no later than Aug. 30 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar nostalgia is heightened as borough residents have a second opportunity to 
memorialize their memories in a book. 

The Belmar Historical Society, in collaboration with Councilwoman Claire Deicke, is creating a 
second Memories of Belmar book. 

Patricia O’Keefe, secretary for the Belmar Historical Society, said the first book garnered a lot of 
interest and support from residents who wanted to jot down their memories. And the second 
book is for those people who were not able to participate in the first book, she said.  

The idea for the first Memories of Belmar book stemmed from a series of events, between 2009 
and 2011, where Belmar residents reminisced together about memories of the town when they 
grew up, Ms. O’Keefe said.  

“It became clear that there were a lot of stories we should not allow to disappear,” she said. 

From that came the idea to create Memories of Belmar, which was published in 2011. The first 
book collected over 25 people’s memories. 

“People really love Belmar, that is what the memories reflect,” Councilwoman Deicke said, 
noting that residents wrote about Manasquan High School, the changing face of downtown, 
times at the beach and favorite teachers.  

Like the first book, the second book will consist of people’s memories— as long or as short as 
they may be.  

An entry could be a list of different memories or a two-to-three page narrative or anything in 
between.  

“Any type of memory that a person holds dear is welcome,” the councilwoman said. 

For those interested in jotting down a memory for the book, please send it to Councilwoman 
Deicke in borough hall, 601 Main St., Belmar 07719, no later than Aug. 30.  


