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LAKE COMO — Residents have spoken — and the mayor and council have listened. 

The island on Parkway will return to its original dimensions after the bypass project is completed.  

On Aug. 21, the council approved an intergovernmental agreement with the South Monmouth Regional 
Sewerage Authority [SMRSA], which dictates what infrastructure improvements the borough would like to be 
done as part of the bypass project — and changing the dimensions of the Parkway island is not one of them. 

Mayor Mike Ryan said “if that is what you want fine, but this closes the book on making any changes to the 
aesthetics on that street.”  

The decision comes after Parkway residents have repeatedly spoken out against changing the 9-foot-wide island 
on Parkway, which many residents have said is a “landmark” and part of the “charm” of the street. 

THE BYPASS PROJECT 

Earlier this month, SMRSA unanimously passed a resolution concerning the two-part project.  

The resolution said SMRSA would go ahead with the first part of the project, but postpone the second part, 
which is relocating its existing pump station to 1800 Parkway. This will not be placed on SMRSA’s capital 
budget until October 2013.  

The first part of the project — which SMRSA is going ahead with — includes installing a temporary bypass 
system to the pump station, located in the flood plain near the intersection of North Boulevard and Parkway, 
which provides service for the whole borough. 

Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director, said, “in the last five to seven years, SMRSA has spent an excess of 
$200,000 to repair damages to the building [in Lake Como]” associated with storm events. 

And while service has been able to continue in the past during these storms, SMRSA is concerned that one day 
the company will not be able to provide service to the town. 

Adding the bypass system would allow the company to continue to provide service to the community during 
adverse conditions, such as a hurricane. 

“It’s becoming increasingly obvious that it is a significant risk of total system failure if we don’t add this bypass 
in,” Mr. Ruppel said.  



In order to install the bypass system, the entire southern island will be removed and two pipes will run 
underground up Parkway to the flagpole, where two underground tanks will be installed. Then, the company 
will restore the island to its original dimensions and plant new trees. 

When a storm event occurs, SMRSA would mobilize portable pumping equipment above ground and access the 
tanks underground to provide service that would not be able to be provided otherwise as a result of the flooding, 
Mr. Ruppel explained. 

The project is estimated to cost about $250,000.  

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 

The resolution SMRSA passed also stated the company would return the island on Parkway to its original 
dimensions, unless the borough entered into an intergovernmental agreement that said otherwise. 

Originally, the borough wanted to install new sanitary sewers, repave Parkway to the flagpole area and narrow 2 
feet on the eastern side of the street. The island to the north of the flagpole would have also been narrowed by 2 
feet. In addition, the flagpole would be replaced and the trees would be removed and replaced.  

However, after residents have repeatedly spoken out against these improvements, the borough has decided to 
change its plans.  

According to Kevin Lynch, the SMRSA commissioner representing Lake Como, the island will be returned to 
its original dimensions and the five trees on the southern-portion of the island, from North Boulevard to the 
flagpole, will be replaced. 

As for the sycamore tree, which is located on the southern portion of the island, “SMRSA has committed … to 
trying to find the most mature sycamore tree to replace it,” he said. 

“I’d hate to see it go,” Mr. Lynch added, noting that he was once a Parkway resident, so the issue hits home. 
“We weren’t going to keep people happy no matter what we did,” Mayor Ryan said. “So, we will do what we 
have to do for the safety of the residents and we will just keep [the island] the way it is.” 

The improvements the borough has approved include replacing the sewer laterals that will be exposed due to the 
bypass project, the mayor said. Laterals are piping from each house to the main pipe, and the borough will be 
replacing the laterals from the main pipe to the sidewalk, he said. 

In addition, the portion of Parkway being worked on will also be repaved and the curbing will be put back, 
Mayor Ryan said. 

“But it is still put for question” depending on how much the bids come back to be, he said. 

Bids for the bypass project will go out on Sept. 1. Once construction begins, it will take roughly six to eight 
weeks to complete, Mr. Lynch said. 

	  


