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To be held at the PNC Bank Arts Center from Oct. 12 - 14 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Seventh- and eighth-graders at St. Rose Grammar School and students at St. Rose High School 
will be participating in the first Diocesan Eucharistic Congress in October. 

The Diocesan Eucharistic Congress, an event hosted by the Diocese of Trenton for all Catholic students within 
the diocese, is marking the beginning of the Year of Faith. 

The Year of Faith, which began on Oct. 12 and runs until Nov. 24, 2013, was established by Pope Benedict XVI 
to help Catholics “deepen and become more active in their faith,” said Rayanne Bennett, Diocese of Trenton 
executive director of the communications department. 

Ms. Bennett said Bishop David M. O’Connell called for the Eucharistic Congress in response to the worldwide 
Year of Faith.  

According to Bill Roberts, this is a time where young people and families alike can come together to profess 
their faith, he said, noting that this event will be one of the biggest the diocese is planning for this upcoming 
school year. 

“It is almost like a revival,” Mr. Roberts said. “It is a gathering of believers to reinforce our faith and what we 
believe.” 

The first day of the three-day event, on Oct. 12, will be dedicated to seventh- and eighth-graders, as well as high 
schoolers. 

On Oct. 12, students can expect to see performances by John Angotti, a contemporary Christian artist, and 
Father Stan Fortuna, “the rapping priest,” Ms. Bennett said. A Mass will also be held by Bishop O’Connell, she 
said. 

Realfaith TV, a faith-based program for teenagers, will also be filming the day, she said. 

Students can also expect to be involved in two projects throughout the day: preparing non-perishable meals for 
Catholic relief services abroad and at home. Students will be preparing meals that will be sent to Burkina Faso, 
in Africa, and to those in need within the diocese’s four counties, Ms. Bennett said, noting that students will be 
expected to bring non-perishable items.  

Ms. Bennett said the diocese is hoping about 7,000 youth attend the Eucharistic Congress. 

The event will be held at the PNC Bank Arts Center, in Holmdel, from Friday, Oct 12 until Oct. 14.  

While students will be there on Friday, they are welcome to come back with their parents on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

	  


