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Beach Bash event getting ready to ride into
town once again
Slated for Sept. 8 & 9 at Seventh Avenue
beach
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Thousands of people will be traveling from near and
far next weekend to enjoy a day of fun, laughter and surf at
the ninth annual Beach Bash.

The Beach Bash, an annual event hosted by Autism Family
Services of New Jersey, is a two-day event where families
dealing with autism and related disorders gather at the beach,
free from worrying about what others may think of their
child’s behavior.

The two-day event is filled with music, food, an activities tent
and surfing, and is hosted by Autism Family Services of NJ and
the Belmar First Aid department.

Each year, Surfer’s Healing, a California-based nonprofit
specializing in exposing autistic children to surfing, comes to
the Beach Bash to teach children how to surf between the two
days of the event.

The first day of the Beach Bash is dedicated to providing surf
lessons to children with autism, while the second day, which is
a smaller event, is dedicated to children with Down syndrome.

 According to Fran Hines, director of
emergency medical services in Belmar, many times, families with autistic children do
not get to go to the beach because their child often acts out and others do not
understand.

But “when we do it all together, none of it matters because we’re all in the same
boat,” Mr. Hines said. “We all get it.”

Mr. Hines has a 15-year-old autistic son, Colton.

“It’s for the parents as much as it is for the children,” he said.

Eric Joice, executive director for Autism Family Services of NJ, said “the Beach Bash represents a unique
opportunity for the autism community to gather in support of one another and to challenge society’s
boundaries while enjoying a day at the beach free of judgement.”

As of last week, about 400 children have been signed up for surfing, and about 3,000 people are registered to
come.

Seventeen members of Surfer’s Healing will be at the event.
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Last year, about 300 children surfed at the
annual Beach Bash event in Belmar. Beach Bash
is a two-day event dedicated to providing surf
lessons to children with autism and similar
disorders, while enjoying a day at the beach
with their family. This year, the event, which is
slated for Sept. 8 & 9 is expected to be bigger
than ever. Photo by FILE PHOTO, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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This year is “probably going to be the biggest camp we’ve ever done,” he said.

While surfing is “certainly the highlight of the day,” it is not the only activity, he said.

The Beach Bash will also feature a DJ, arts and crafts, plenty of food, treasure hunts, slip and slides and
informational booths.

There will also be two new additions to this year’s bash: a dunk tank and water slide on the beach.

Beach Bash is slated for 9 a.m. on Sept. 8 and 9 at the Seventh Avenue beach.

Those interested in volunteering can contact Mr. Hines at fhines@belmarfirstaid.com.

Those interested may register for the Beach Bash by visiting www.autismbeachbash.org or by calling Autism
Family Services of New Jersey at 1-877-237-4477.

© 2013 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Beach Bash event getting ready to ride into town once again”

Star News Group (08.29.13): Beach Bash event getting ready to ... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/08.29.13/beach_bash_e...

2 of 2 8/31/13 8:10 AM


