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Hundreds of people help to ‘deliver hope’ to
children
By attending a benefit for the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Hundreds of people ‘delivered hope’ to children
in one Philadelphia hospital this past weekend by raising funds
for them.

The inaugural Chelsea Delivers Hope Summer Family Music
Festival was hosted by Joseph and Lauren Zdeb, of Shark River
Hills, on Saturday, Aug. 24 to raise funds for the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia [CHOP].

Mrs. Zdeb gave birth to their baby girl, Chelsea, on May 17,
2012, who was born at CHOP with Congenital Diaphragmatic
Hernia [CDH].

CDH occurs in approximately 1 in every 2,500 births [1,600
cases in the U.S. each year]. The cause is not yet known. CDH
is a condition where the diaphragm fails to form or to close
totally and an opening allows abdominal organs to move into
the chest cavity, inhibiting lung growth. Roughly 50 percent of
babies born with CDH do not survive. Of the 50 percent that
do survive, most will endure long hospital stays, feeding
issues, asthma and other problems, and possibly severe
long-term medical issues.

According to Mr. Zdeb, Chelsea was born with CDH and has
undergone two surgeries at CHOP
since birth, but is doing “wonderfully now.” Chelsea is now 15 months old.

When the Zdebs first found out about Chelsea’s condition it was “pretty scary,” Mr.
Zdeb said, noting the statistics on CDH are “pretty shocking.”

But thanks to CHOP, Chelsea is now doing “really good.”

“People often think it’s a scary experience, which it was,” Mr. Zdeb said, but looking
back on it, the Zdebs had “amazing memories and positive stuff there.”

So, the Zdebs wanted to “make good of the experience and give back to help others,”
he said.

To do that the Zdeb family threw the family-friendly festival benefit.

The event featured live music, a barbecue buffet, door prizes and activities for children of all ages.

The event raised over $8,000, with over 350 people attending the event at Bar Anticipation. One-hundred
percent of the proceeds will go to CHOP and their CDH Research Department.
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Lauren and Joe Zdeb, of Shark River Hills,
hosted the inaugural Chelsea Delivers Hope
Summer Family Music Festival this past
Saturday in honor of their daughter, Chelsea, 15
months old, and others who suffer from
Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia [CDH]. The
benefit raised over $8,000 for the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia and their CDH research
department. Photo by STEVE WEXLER, STAR
NEWS GROUP
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“[We were] hoping for it to be a success and it was better than we could even imagine,” Mr. Zdeb said.

Manasquan resident Pat Weir, who attended the event, said the event was “absolutely awesome.” 

Chelsea is the niece of Ms. Weir’s son, Collin, who lives in Indiana with his wife, Danielle.

“To know that the proceeds are going directly to that cause is a nice feeling,” she said. “You feel like you really
did something good by attending.”

The Zdebs plan on making Chelsea Delivers Hope Summer Family Music Festival an annual event.

The fundraiser is still accepting donations, which can be made on their fundraising page located at
http://giving.chop.edu/site/TR/Events/General?pxfid=12680&fr_id=1030&pg=fund.
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